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By now, everyoneis connected with the word * Synodality’ . Pope Francis spoke at the beginning of the
Synod on Synodality, stressing on the centrality of listening to the Holy Spirit. The Synod “isintended to
Inspire peopleto dream about the Church we are called to be, to make people’ s hopesflourish, to stimulate
trust, to bind up wounds, to weave new and deeper rel ationshi ps, to learn from one another, to build bridges,
to enlighten minds, warm hearts, and restore strength to our handsfor our common mission.”

Inafew monthsfrom now, we aregoing to have the Genera Chapter 2024, and thereforeit isappropriateto
ruminate Jesus mission statement givenin the synagogue at Nazareth: “ The Spirit of theLordisonme.. to
bring Good new to the poor, liberty to the captives and to the blind new sight, to set the oppressed
free” (Luke4:18) Moved by the same Spirit, our Founder set out to liberate the Dutch clandestine Church.

Through our Chapter mandates, once again we affirm the presence of the Spirit among us, calling ustowork
hard with zeal and passion like our Founder Fr. Wolff, to liberate the oppressed wherethey arefound, to unite
peoplewherethey are separated, to heal them wherethey are wounded. Wewant to work collaboratively to
savetheworld from devastation, witnessing to afaith that promotesreconciliation based onjustice. Wewant
to bring new hopeto our world, to envisage new roadsand to wal k these roadstogether in communion. Thus,
the outcome of the Synod on Synodality and our Chapter with its theme: Synodal Solidarity towards
Universal Fraternityisnot anend initself but anew beginning with ahopeful future of anew earth and anew
heaven.

Thisisthelast issue of ‘ The Encounter’, in the current chapter period. In thisissue, we present General
Chapter messasefrom the superior genera and inspiring storiescoming from the provincial and regiona chapters.
Under Youth Echoesand Wisdonm's Whisper's, our sistershave shared their lived-in experiences of faith and
convictiontofollow theLord. In Myriadsof Mission, you will read aninteresting information on the history
of thename of our Congregation and new insightson renewal of religiouslife dating back to 1968 General
Chapter. Further, you will be enthused to be amissionary appraising through the articlesfrom America.
Findly, thearticlesfrom mission and JPI C expresshow our Sistersareengaged intheseinitiatives.

Oneof theincredible experiences| had as General Councillor isfrom working for The Encounter. | am
greatly indebted to the General and Provincial / Regional Council teamsfor their cooperation and support
inthisendeavour. In particular, | wishto thank Sr. Mary Karickakunnel and Sr. ChristinaManickam for
their extraordinary editing skillsand availability in thiseffort. Working together with the Encounter team
from the Provinces and Region namely, Sr. ArogyaMary Mallavarapu, Sr. Mercy George, Sr. Showri
TresaThuraka, Sr. SushilaKerkettaand Sr. Regina Zangiti wasindeed an amazing experience. | am
grateful to every sister whose articles have been archived in all theissues of the Encounter. | oweagreat
deal of gratitudeto Mr. Gopi Viswanadhapalli, for his astounding graphic and designing skills. His
commitment to complete the work on timeistruly commendable. Kudosto every one!

Finally, | want to say “ Thanks Beto God!”
Vijaya M. Udumala JMJ
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GENERAL CHAPTER MESSAGE

(__C:/Zr?ﬂf(’:
Synodal Solidarity towards
Universal Fraternity

Sr. INNAMMA YERUVA
Superior General

Thechapter themefor Provincid, Regiond and General Chaptershasbeen evolved fromthe profound reflections
on thetheme of the Synod of Bishops. “ For a Synodal Church: Communion, Participation, Mission” and
the Encyclical of Pope Francis- “ Fratelli Tutti” on fraternity and social friendship, aswell asfromthe
genuine aspirationsand collectivereflections of every member of the Congregation. Duringthe Loca Chapter
and subsequent Provincial and Regional Chapters, we wal ked together on the path of synodality, listening to
oneanother and sharing our concernson our IMJlifeand mission.

We are now at the threshold of another significant event of our Congregation — The General Chapter
2024. Obvioudy, General Chapter isaprivileged moment in the history of our Congregation, and weare
moved by the Spirit, and sent forth to revitalisethe spirituaity of the Congregation, and interpret its Charism
according tothesignsof thetimes. Apparently, itisatimeto celebratewhat God hasbeen doing among us,
and atimeto embracethe calls of the present and the future.

In connection with our Genera Chapter, | am glad to share some of my reflections on the Chapter themea so
from listening to what the recent Synod hassay to us.

Our livesshould havetheflavour of the Gospel: On October 3, 2020, the eve of thefeast of St. Francis
of Assis, PopeFrancissigned theencyclical Fratelli Tutti at the saint’stomb. Thetitleof thisencyclica comes
fromthewordsof St. Francisand means* brothersall.” With these words, the Pope says, “ Saint Francisof
Assisi addressed his brothers and sisters and proposed to them a way of life marked by the flavour of
the Gospel” (FT 1)*. Thedocument isareflection on human fraternity and social friendship asthe antidote
for the societal problemsof thisworld.

Inthiscontext, Fratelli Tutti isthework of the Holy Father reading the signsof thetimesand, assisted by the
Holy Spirit, proposing sol utionsto our Socio-economic and psycho-spiritua problemsinviting al the people
of God to commit themselvesto respond to the cry of humanity and theearth. Thisencyclical isaninvitation
to our Congregationto“ dreamtogether” of aworld firmly grounded on thedignity of al persons.

Developing a Spirituality for Synodality: Synodality isaway to expresswho weareas Christiansand
who weare becoming together as Church through thework of theHoly Spirit.? For al of us, synoddlity entails

L Pope Francis, Encyclical “ Fratelli Tutti” (03 October 2020), # 1
2 |International Theol ogical Commission (ITC), Synodality inthelife and mission of the Church, (2018) # 42, 43
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aprocessof conversion: adiscovery of theway inwhich the Spiritisactivein thelife of every community,
inviting usto new waysof understanding and interaction beyond those of our norma socid, palitica, religious
and ecclesial habits. Synodality asks usto seek the grace and courage to make the Church an authentic
community of love, with an opennessto accept the other, awillingnessto serverather than rule, and adesire
tofollow Christ, adhering to Histruth, not only for our own salvation but ashope of all people, especially
those forgotten, oppressed, and expl oited, those‘ excluded fromthe banquet of life.” Synodality asksusto
fal inlovewith the Church again and tolove her as Christ does.?

Our spiritudity isgrounded inthe conviction that God isactivein our world. Thespiritual pathlaid out by Fr.
Wolff hel psusdiscern God' spresence, to find God in all things, reaching out to adiverse, and gracefilled yet
imperfect world. The spirituaity for synoddity givesusan amazing discovery of our hidden energiesof love,
commitment, generosity and bringsusinto thewider human context aswe strivefor social justice, peaceand
integrity of cregtion.*

Consecrated life- called towalk in Synodality: Cardina Jodo Braz deAviz Prefect and Secretary of the
Congregationfor Institutes of Consecrated Life and Societies of Apostolic Life(CICLSAL), caled uponal
the consecrated to actively participatein the ecclesial journey of the Synod. * Synodality isajourney that
challenges every community in its being a visible expression of a communion of love, a reflection of
the Trinitarian relationship, of itsgoodness and its beauty, capable of arousing new energiesto confront
ourselves concretely with the present moment.”

Synoddlity beginswithin us. from achange of mentality, from apersona conversion, inthe community, inthe
choice of our apostolic priorities, to move from the centreto the peripheries, towhere peopleareliving in
misery. Synodality hasshaped our locd, regiona and provincia chapter assembliesin participation, communion
and mission. Thethemeof our General Chapter certainly demandsusto generate an atmosphere of openness
and towalk together, to deepen rel ationships, to facilitate authentic listening, dial ogue and discernment using
themethods of * Conversation inthe Spirit’ proposed by the Holy See, which wasused effectively during
therecent Synod on Synodality.

Forming Our selvesin Synodality: Synoddlity entail sreceptivity to formation, and ongoing formation. How
does our Congregation and the Church community form peopleto be more capable of * walking together,’
listening to oneanother, participating in misson and engaging in dial ogue?What isoffered to foster formation
of theyounginasynodal way?°

Opennesstothepossibility of transformation, beginsin the context of relationships. Wefind ourselvesmore
receptiveto change, personaly andingtitutionaly, if wefirst have genuinely and humbly listento theexperience
of others. We must, as Pope Francisencourages us, “ remove our sandals before the sacred ground of the
other” inthe* art of accompaniment” Thiswill be occasioned by apatient discernment marked by adesire
to accompany, to listen, to know, to loveand to give our livesover to Christ. Forming ourselvesin synodality

< Synod on Synodality, https://www.synod.va/en/highlights/towards-a-spirituality-for-synodality.html

4 cf LaetitiaAarnink & Louise van Laarhoven, Sent by the Lord, The Spirituality of the Sisters of Jesus Mary Joseph
5 Cardinal Jo3o Braz deAviz, Consecrated life: called towalk in synodality

8 Pope Francis, Encyclical “ Evangelii Gaudiunm’” # 169
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will equip usto better face the challenges of our time, to respond to the Spirit’s promptingsin our hearts, and
toliveout thisessential mission of the Church.

WearetheAgentsof theMission of Jesus: Jesusisour Model in our mission of mercy and Hismission
asthat of being the Kingdom of God. Most importantly, it isHismission we arecommissioned to carry onto
theend of theearth (Math 28:19). Asthe Father hassent me, so | sendyou” (John 20:21)’.

Fr. Wolff viewsthe spirituality of hiscongregation as: ‘ The Spirit who moves usisthe same Spirit who
moved Jesus . Moved by the Spirit, Jesus went from city to city to bring good news to the poor. So
moved by the same Spirit we are being sent on mission of Jesus. Therefore, the distinct characteristic of a
sster of the Congregation of IMJisto live up to thischarismwith unshakabletrust in God and with aburning
zedl for Chrigt’ sredemptive missionintoday’ sworld. The apostolic zeal of the Founder imbedded in every
IMJIsgter, isanirresigtibleinner urgeto sharewith all human beingstheloveof God, ... withapreferentia

optionfor the deprived, disadvantaged and dispossessed. The ultimate purpose of our mission today isthe
sameasit hasbeen since thetime of our Founder, “to proclaim the Kingdom of God’slove’’

JMJ Spirituality and Charism adapted and revitalised through theYear s. From our history, itisclear
how timeand again our Congregation adapted itself with the changing circumstances, whileat the sametime
living faithfully the spiritudity and charism of the Congregation. Itisamazing to discover that thisdl-pervading
spirit of Solidarity and Fraternity were embedded inthewitnessing life of IMJ Sistersduring thelast two
centuries, echoing thisheritageasour spiritua inheritance. Thespirit of Synodaity and Solidarity towardsthe
poor and under privileged were upheld from the inception of the Congregation of IMJ.

Weread in our Congtitutions:. “ God hasaspecia placefor the poor, so much so that he himsealf became poor.
In discovering God in the poor we are also inspired by them and live“ the ethic of enough”. Through our
ministrieswe reach out to the poor and the marginalized, and in all apostolic choices, weare guided by the
principleof preferentia option for the poor.2 Thefirst General Chapter (2018) emphasized onlivingin spirit
of solidarity supporting projectsfor economicjusticeand uniteto confront unjust systems, using al available
resourceseffectively to create new pathwaysfor mission.®

Conclusion: It wasthetask of the General Chaptersto study and reflect the Charism, adaptingitinrelation
tothesignsof thetimesand emerging needs of peopleinlinewith theinitiativestowards Justice, Peace and
Integrity of Creation. The optionfor thepoor isan essential dimensioninall our General Chaptersover the
years. The Synod on Synodality aswell asFratelli Tutti expressthat the spirit of synodality and solidarity
are essential elements for us today, to share in the mission of Christ. | hope that the Chapter theme —
‘Synodal Solidarity towardsUniversal Fraternity’ findsexpressioninthelifeand mission of every sister of
the Congregation, in our community life, in our apostolic choicesand services. Being sensitivetothe pressing
needsof our times, let us pray and challenge oursalvesto engagein venturesthat all eviate human misery by
reaching out to the peoplein the peripheries.

Onthissignificant milestonein the history of our Congregation, weshal honour theinspiring lifelived by our
founder, andimplorehisintercess onto proclaim the goodness of justiceand peace by our own joyful missonary
commitment.

7 cf Constitutions of the Congregation of Jesus Mary Joseph, # 1
8 ¢f Constitutions of the Congregation of Jesus Mary Joseph, # 56
2 Congregation of IMJ Frist General Chapter 2018 Direction Statement
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THE SYNODALITY DREAMED BY GOD

FOR THE CHURCH AND CONSECRATED LIFE IN THE THIRD MILLENNIUM

The Generd Governmentsof the UISG andtheUSG - intheir amn /
discernment onthe Synodality dresmed by God for the Church N\ 7 4

and Consecrated Life of the third millennium have offered % f 5 ynod
important contributions to a theology and spirituality of . 2021
synodality. Some of the responses speak directly of the 2019
synodality dreamed by God, othersof thesynodality dreamed V) /i M ﬂiﬁ

iy

by our Ingtitutes, with the conviction that God'sdream canbe Eits. dvieds] Dhoiss
detected in our dreams. vl Dok '
1. Biblical basisfor the synodality dreamed of by God

Theresponsesof the General Governmentsto the question of the synodality that God desiresfor the Church
and consecrated lifein thethird millennium point to several textsof Sacred Scripturethat supportiit:

the experience of the Exodus, asliberation from Egypt and theway to the promised land,
therequest of Jesusthat all may be one (Jn 17:21-23),

the exampl e of the Master who went about doing good and healing all (Acts10:37-38),
theprincipal command of the Covenant to lovewith all your heart, soul and strength (Mk 12:30),
the proclamation of the Beatitudes (Mt 5,3-12),

Jesus question about who hisfamily is(Lk 11,27-28),

thedesire of the Good Shepherd that all be gathered into oneflock (Jn 10,16),

or God'splanfor aChurch with adiversity of charismsand ministries, but forming one Body, the
Body of Christ, dwaysanimated by theHoly Spirit (chapters 12 and 13 of 1 Corinthians).

Jesus dream of synoddity isexpressed in hisproclamation of the Beatitudeswhen helongsfor aland
of dl andfor dl, injustice, dignity, respect, peaceand love andin histeaching of our responsibility for
thisto happen (Mt 5:1-12; Lk 6:17-26).

2. Synodality, God’sdream for the Church today

Now isthetime of God'sdream for the Church. Relationshipsarethekey. Now isthetimeto build
bridges. God'sdreamisagloba and synodal Church that livesunity in diversity. God ispreparing
something new, and we must collaborate.

Weare called to moveforward together as disciples of theway, who offer aradica witnessand have
aheart without exclusion.

Weareasynoda church when everyoneinthechurch - without distinction - hasavoiceandisheard;
when wework together to make theworld onefamily in our common home; whenweareasimple,
fraterna/brotherly, pilgrim, open church, attentiveto the signsof thetimes, welcoming diversity and
defending thedignity and equality of all; when the different churcheslisten to each other and walk
together onthepilgrimageof life.
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3. Synodality: God dream for Consecr ated L ifetoday

God’sdream of synodality in consecr ated lifeemer ges
when:

Weall walk together inthe samedirection and withthesame
purpose, without dis-regarding therichnessof our charism.

Webelievethat our ingtitutes continueto exist becausethat is
thewill of God, who wishesto act in humanity and inthe
Churchthrough our charism and ministries.

Wearelikethe Good Samaritan, who does not abandon the
weak and needy he encounterson life’ sjourney and strives
foraninclusive (intergenerationd, interreligious, interculturd,
human-diverse) society.

4.Webelievethat our dream of the Church isalso God’sdream

Consecrated life hopesthat the Second Vatican Council will continueto transform thewhole Church fromthe
perspective of communion and partici pation and that the magi sterium of Pope Francisof aChurch poor and
for the poor will becomemoreand morearedlity.

Wedream of aChurch going out, taking new paths of communionwiththeworld: living from below, inclusive,
bold, compassi onate, open to participation, atablefor all; amissonary Church that reachesout to the ends of
theearth and to the geo-graphical and existential peripheries.

We dream of aChurch of equal participation: whereall the baptised feel that weare brothersand sistersin
Jesus Christ; wherewe arein solidarity and merciful towards one another.

Wedream of aChurch that ismore opento did ogue, to participation: especidly of womenandinwhichal the
laity- increasingly responsibleand occupy their rightful place. And wealso dream of aclergy who arehumble,
poor and who recognisethemsel ves asthe Gospel saysas unprofitable servants (Lk 17:10).

We dream of a Church of collaborative and communal discernment: wherethe most important issuesare
resolved in consultation with the greatest number of peopleinvolved and wherethosewho aredifferent, those
who denounceand proclaim arelistened to.

We dream of aChurch of participation and communion: sharing bread, wel coming immigrants, and native
peoples, committed to the visible parti cipation of women and theformation of al lay people, andinvolvedin
thedefenceof life; aChurch inwhich wewalk listening to the steps of others; and opento other cultures; a
Churchthat engagesinajourney of healing (eg.in relationto survivorsof abuse).

5. Webelievethat our dream of consecrated lifeisalso God’sdream

Wefed caledtolivesynodality, walking together, recognising thedignity of the other, listeningtotheir sories,
their ideas, their desires, thanking God for such gifts.

Synodality leadsus not to giveimportancetotitlesor positions, but to give moreimportanceto direct and
transparent rel ationships, based on the value of the person.

Thespirit of synoddity unitesusto thethreefold cry of Jesus. at Lazarus, whenrelationshipsdie; at Jerusalem,
when division continuesto threaten; in Gethsemane, when we experience abandonment and loneliness.

Consecrated lifedreamsof being part of amoreinclusive church: with the responsible participation of women,
andfamilies
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6. Featur esof a synodal church - and of the consecrated lifein it

Thesynodal ChurchisaChurch going out, which always hasits doors open not only to go out, but also to
welcomethe small and vulnerable, the neediest, everyone.

Itisaninnovativechurch, networked with other socid actors, striving for amorehumaneworldintermsof the
Kingdom of God proclaimed by Jesus.

ItisaChurchin collaborative discernment because whoever doesnot connect with otherswill not find thetrue
path.

ItisaChurchwithout clericalism, whereall together wel cometheleadersthat the Spirit raisesup, especialy
among young peopleand women.

The synodal Church looksat reality with the eyes of God and is constituted on the basis of the common
vocation of all thefaithful : to bechildren of God and brothersand sistersto one another: The Church of Jesus
isthe Peopleof God and not the people of God'sclerics.

The Church of a new paradigm, not pyramidal but circular and horizontal: participatory, witnessing,
compassi onate, inclusive, unified, transforming Church; listening Church, Church of the people.

The Church of hopeand dream for respectful |eaderswho, by theexampleof their lives, givetruewitnessto
the Gospd of Christ.

TheChurchintransformationthroughlistening, tolerance, inter-religious collaboration, inclusion and communion.

Ecclesid synodality asksusdl tolivein sisterhood and brotherhood, renouncing salf-referentidity. Thisdream
of synodality requiresaconversion to the Holy Spirit, aChurch guided by the Spirit and walking with the
Spirit.

Weareawarethat thereisstill alongway to gotoliveand proclaimthejoy of the Gospd, to achieveuniversa
brotherhood and sisterhood lived inright rel ationshi p and responsive to the call of integral ecology.
Reference:

https.//Amww.uisg.org/files/al egatodocumento/UI SG USG Synod Contribution. pdf

Togethe;; on the Way
ANSEIE
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ECHOES from Provincial and Regional Chapters

“ Jesus went up on a mountainside
by Himself to pray.
Later that night, He was there alone.”
Mt.14:23.

Profound prayer experienceand interior slencewere
thefoundationa groundwork of each delegatethrough
thetwo-day seminar on discernment followed by a
day of recollection. Inspired by our Charism, the
themefor the Provincial Chapter 2023 ischosen as
“Synodal Solidarity towards Universal
Fraternity” in other wordslovefor Christ and love
for Humanity.

Theofficially opening of the Provincial Chapter of
Bangal ore Province commenced on 2nd October
2023 withaHoly Eucharist celebrated by Rev. Dr.
Peter Machado, the Archbishop of Bangalore
followed by theinauguration of the Chapter. It was
held in 2 phases, one in October and the other in
November 2023 and wassuccessfully completed with
strategic action plan that will guide our lives and
mission in the next six years. As one family the
delegates played the chords of gratitudeto God the
Almighty for Hisaccompanying presence throughout
our Chapter journey and implored Hisblessingsto
livethe Chapter momentsgratefully intheredlitiesof
our livesand mission.

Glancing through these 14 days, waslikean “Upper
Room” experiencetous. Thedaly inspirationd inputs
werefocused on awareness of one' sinner moments,
listening to the Spirit and discernment of the spirits.
Every day we asked for aspecial grace“Createin
me a clean heart, O God, and put a new and right
spiritwithinme’ (Ps51:10). Weprayed withthisline
asking for an attentivelistening heart. Chapter guide
Fr. Joseph Lobo SJ. highlighted on a four-fold
listening- to our body, to our mind, to our heart
and to our spirit. This awareness helped us to
interiorly attune ourselveswiththedivine.

Our Provincial Chapter
A Spiritual Journey

Sr. AROGYA MARY
Sr. SANTHOSH
Sr. AMULYA

The delegateswith singlefocuson province' shopes
and aspirations, thejoysand struggles, wereled by
theHoly Spirit toreflect deeply that: ‘| amtheprovince;
the provinceisasbig asor assmall as| am’. The
quality of the province depends onthe quality of my
lifeand the quality of my apostolic commitment. Itis
my respongibility to build up or ruinit. Thedelegates
are convinced that they are chosen and sent on a
mission. Beingamember of theProvincia Chapter is
indeed asacred mission.

Fr. Joseph Lobo SJ, the chapter guide sinspirationa
talksonthethemewereapointer tothefuturewithits
own challengesin our wounded world. Aswe began
to reflect on thetheme of the Chapter, we understood
the deeper redlities of our world. Itiswithaspirit of
Synoda Solidarity webecome promotersof Universal
Fraternity asmissionaries of hopeandjoy. Inspired
by the Holy Spirit, Sr. Anthony Mary Dasari, the
president of the Chapter, has connected the members
with the spirit of the Founder quoting Fr. Wolff’s
sayingsand with Word of God every day.




Aswelistenedtothereportsof different apostolates
(thegtorylines), congtantly asking oursalves, how have
these activities affected us — in our spirituality,
relationships, commitment?How havethey affected
the people whom we serve towards their
transformation (the deep story). What are our
attachments, wrong choices, rational justifications,
fearsand anxietiesthat make usdeviatefromthegod
of our lifeand mission? What aretheweedsthat we
havedlowedtogrow inour lifeall theseyears? How
dothey affect my lifeand misson?

With thisin mind we drew the actions plan for six
years. In Evangelii Gaudium (* Joy of the Gospel’)
PopeFrancissays, “| prefer aChurchwhichisbruised,
hurting and dirty becauseit hasbeen out onthesirests,
rather than a Church whichisunhealthy from being
confined and fromtheclingingtoitsown security”. In
many instancesthroughout the Bible, we seethat God
usesweak individua sto build kingdom of God. And
wehaverealised that aProvincia Chapter isnothing
but looking at the Provincethrough theeyesof Christ
and understand the Province with themind of Christ
and love the Province with the heart of Christ and
dedl the Provincewith the power of Chrigt, and serve
the Provincewith the compassion of Christ.

Sr. Amulya, the delegate from the TPS shares
her experience: As a TPS, | was privileged to
journey with my fellow chapter membersin synodal
solidarity. Theinner momentsin our heartshel ped us

to praise God with gratitude for the past, to livethe
present with passion for Jesus, and rejuvenate a
hopeful future with the Holy Spirit. Chapter wasa
sacred time, to refresh, renew and revitalize ourselves
asagroup to respond to the call of Godto listento
the cry of the poor and cry of the earth.

| felt throughout the days of the Chapter we, the
delegates experienced God' sguiding hands. Active
participation and sharinginthe small groupsaswell
asinthegenerd onsmadethe Provincia Chapter
agreat success. The policiesarrived at the Chapter
intendsto hel p the members of the Provinceto live
our consecrated life more meaningfully and to bring
about a renewal. We, the daughters of Rev. Fr.
Mathias Wolff are called to manifest his spirit and
charisminour lifeand mission.

We aregrateful for God’s abundance of gracesand
blessings on us. Let us build Christ centred
Communities, responding to the compassionate love
of the Father aswe step forward towards our mission
inserving the humanity.

May the Lord who enlivened the del egateswith the
fireof His Spirit, continueto direct each oneinthe
daysto come. May the Spirit of God continueto help
ustorenew our liveswith vitality and passionto pass
on the torch of love handed onto us to the future
generationwith Synodal Solidarity towardsUniversal
Fraternity.
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ECHOES from Provincial and Regional Chapters

“ Do not wait for a golden opportunity to do
something, search and find the gold that is hidden in

Chapter: A Symphony of
Unity in Diversity

Sr. ROSE MARY THUMMA
Karuna Nivas, Bhilai.

the opportunity you have been given right now”

It hasbeen ablessing to mebeing add egate of Raipur
Province sProvincid Chapter, 2023. TomeProvinciad
Chapter has been a celebration of an entire IMJ
Congregation and Province.

Fromtheday of commencement of theLoca Chapter
every member of thecommunity participated actively
and responsibly in the Chapter proceedings
considering it aholy task. Theevaluation of misson
andlifebrought renewal and spiritua growth. Various
presentations and sharing in the proceedings of the
Chapter were a touching experience and an
expression of gratitudefor themarvellouswork that
the Lord has done and is doing through our
Congregation.

Deegatesrepresenting variousminigries, ingitutions
and culture brought in awesalth of knowledgeto the
Chapter. In spite of human limitations, cultural and
language barriers, celebration of unity found aplace
at variousmomentsduring the Chapter.

The prayerful support of the sisters from entire
Congregation wasthe foundation of strengthfor the
delegates. The movement of the Spirit was
experienced powerfully andit wastheHoly Spiritwho
guided the sacred work of the Chapter making it
clearer eachtime.

Being my first, it wasan extraordinary experienceto
learn, to be open, to understand, to discover and
embracethe sacrednessof themoment. | learnt tol et

gooff my smal corner of theworld and opened mysdlf
totheredity of thewider context of our Provinceand
Congregation. Asatrusted delegate, | wasconvinced
that selfless, open, free, and authentic participation
wasmy call of themoment, no matter how small my
contribution might be.

During thosedaysof Chapter, | wasableto havewider
vision of whoweareasaCong. of IMJin different
partsof theworld and how we respond to the needs
of the Church and the world keeping our Charism
aliveand relevant for each moment of history. Each
timel learnt more of who we are and what we stand
for asaCongregation, | experienced therichnessand
challengesof international Congregation in adeeper
way. These experiences have enriched meto open
my eyes, mind and heart widely and livemy dally life
with passion and lovefor our Congregation.

When confrontations and human weaknesses gave
way to unpleasant and difficult discussions, |
experienced the mercy of theLord bearing thefruits
in the group through the help of our Chapter
observers, Chapter guide and the del egates. Election
of delegatesto the General Chapter in such solemn
atmosphereisanother profound timeof listening to
the Spirit that | cherish.

Asl conclude, | wish an assured prayerful support to
all the delegatesof the General Chapter asyoureflect
the theme ‘Synodal Solidarity in Universal
Fraternity' toenvisonthefutureof our Congregation.
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ECHOES from Provincial and Regional Chapters

Filled with gratitude towardsthe Almighty God and
the Congregation, envisioned by our Charism, | am
delighted to express my inner whisperings with
renewed commitment asaChapter delegatein the
Province of Hyderabad.

The Chapter wasadevotional spiritual journey led
by theHoly Spirit under the guidance of Fr. Sebasti.
L. Raj, our chapter guide with atheme of current
scenario “ Synodal Solidarity Towards Universal
Fraternity.” Journeying together towardsacommon
god isto encounter peopleat the peripheriesthrough
our challenging ministriesinfavor of thepoor.

Onthe onehand weare happy that wearelaunching
out to the poor people at the margins through our
innovativeminigtriesaccordingtothesgnsof thetimes
And on the other hand, we need to renew our
commitment and face the crisisof vocation through
our ingpiringway of lifeandbeing revantinour choice
of minidries.

Itispraiseworthy to note that we asthe Congregation
play avita roleinthe Synoda Church through our
participation, communion, and misson, in particular
inour community living, and our ministriesthrough
synoda solidarity based onthespiritudity and charism
of our Founder Rev. Fr. Mathias Wol ff SJand our
pioneer sigters.

Synodal Solidarity Towards
Universal Fraternity

Sr. JOSEPH MARY KATA
Hyderabad Province

Exercising the Synodality in our local communities,
enablesthe membersto take active participationin
spiritual life, community life, and ministries. The
Chapter deliberations and outcomes placed on the
members a greater responsibility to re-commit
ourselves as radical followers of Christ, carrying
forward Hismission of mercy and compassionamong
themost vulnerable peopleamong us. Theremarkable
love of the pioneering sistersfor the Congregation,
their unshakabletrustin God and their untiring services
in the mission are the signboards for the younger
generationto follow their idealsof commitment with
renewed zeal and passion for the service of the

Kingdom.

Synoddity imprintedin my heart and mind, movesme
forward with auniversal mind, to reach out to the
peoplebringing about auniversd fraternity. Thetheme
of our chapter isaptly chosen and appropriateto the
current and situational happeningsinthe Churchas
werevitdizeour own spiritudity. | realizedthat | need
tolistento othersrealizing that Holy Spirit can speak
through everyonein order to respond to thecry of the
poor and cry of the earth. | affirmed to myself to
sincerely liveout the Gospel of Christ relevanttothe
current mission.

The plan of actions asthe outcomes of the Chapter
with regard to the community life, spiritual life,
governance and ministriesareindeed practical and
feasibletoimplement themin our livesand mission. |
takeprideinbeingaJMJ, to carry thefour cornersof
theworldinmy heart, ready for any mission, anywhere
and with anyone asacommitted religioustill theend
of my life. | wishthat let my lifebeaninspirationto
many young and oldinthe Congregation and theworld
at large. | am thankful to God for giving me this
wonderful chance of being the Chapter delegate.

The
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ECHOES from Provincial and Regional Chapters

At theoutset, | appreciatethe dynamic vision of our
Congregeationa |eadersfor choosinga contextudized
theme for our Chapters. The theme set out all the
members of the Congregation on aspiritual spiral
journey interconnecting the Local Chapter with
Province Chapter 2023 and taking forward this
momentumto the General Chapter 2024. The Chapter
season comeswith aclarion call to each oneof usto
reflect on thetheme, “ Synodal solidarity towards
universal fraternity” .

Obvioudly, the Chapter is a significant spiritua
movement in the Congregation that callson every
member to be open to theworking of theHoly Spirit
at thismomentin our history. Itisasacred and grace-
filled time to deepen the unity and the spirit of
sisterhood in synodality and solidarity and thus
promoting universal fraternity. Itisafaith journey, a
pascha processthat involvestheological reflections
and contempl ativedia ogueand common discernment,
leading to theunfolding of strategic mission priorities
as per theemerging needs of the Church, degpening
the Charism of the Congregation.

Our Chapterscdl usto bethemissionariesof synoda
solidarity. In other words, we are chosen to be
missionaries of anew hopeandjoy inall that wedo
inour lifeand mission. Such adeep convictionwith
passion for Jesus and his people emergeswhen we
liveincommunionwiththeLord, insynoda solidarity
among ourselvesand with the peoplein our mission.
For, the Lord is present where two or threelivein
solidarity. It istheempowering presence of the Lord
that strengthensusto actualize synodd solidarity in
our mission, establishing universa fraternity.

Lived in Experience of the
Province Chapter 2023

Sr. MARIA SHYMALA ERRY

The primary task of a Chapter is to preserve the
spiritual patrimony of theinstitute; it carriesout this
general mandate by promoting suitable renewal,
€l ecting membersby the proper law, treating matters
of importanceto theingtitute and reflecting on norms,
which bind al the memberswith IMJidentity. Inthis
process something remainsunchanged, that is, the
most fundamental sof thefounding Charism.

Inthe prefaceto the ten-day retreat Fr. Wolff sums
upintwo pageswhat heviewsasthespiritudity of his
Congregation: ‘ The Spirit who movesusisthe same
Soirit who moved Jesus . At thissignificant Chapter
event, we need to grow in the Spirit of God, so that
we can experiencethe power of the Spirit who moves
ustofollow the path of Chrigt, tolove God and love
our neighbour without counting the cogt, following the
footprints of theMaster.

May the Lord be the lamp to our footsteps:
may he provide us with light,
inspiration and direction on our
Synodal journey.

May the Spirit of God be our catalyst
and compass especially,
when we feel weak and directionless;
may his |ove be our courage
And may our Holy Patrons
Jesus Mary Joseph intercede for us
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ECHOES from Provincial and Regional Chapters

We found ourselves filled with great joy as we
commenced thelong-awaited Provincid Chapter 2023.
Fr. Pavul Rgj, SJ presented a two-day seminar on
discernment on4"and 5"August 2023. Heinvigorated
thegroupwith practica examplesto hd p usunderstand
thesignificanceof discernment during the Chapter. On
the 6" August, the Chapter del egates spent timein
prayer and recollection, invoking theHoly Spirit for
guidanceand wisdom for Chapter deliberationsand
decisionsfor the benefit of the Congregation and the
Church. Theentireambiancewas peaceful and wefelt
the presence of God amidst us.

On 7" August at 6.45 am the Holy Eucharist has set
aright tonefor the Provincial Chapter 2023, asHis
Grace, Rev. Dr. Prakash Mallavarapu, Archbishop
of Vishakhapatnam officiated the Holy Mass and
energized our souls to be receptive to the silent
whispersof God'swill and to the movement of the
Holy Spirit. Theecclesial event paved theway for
the new beginning of arenewed era.

Theinauguration of the Provincid Chapter beganwith
aprayer theregfter, Sr. TresaKVM, the President of
the Provincia Chapter, welcomed the del egates, and
in her inaugural address, she narrated the* Emmaus
Experience’ of having afreewak with Jesusto build
afraternal world through synodal solidarity. She
solemnly declared openthe Provincial Chapter 2023,
while Sr. ValsaKoreth and Sr. Mary Karickakunnel
unveiled the Chapter Logo of the Provincial Chapter
2023: “ Synodal Solidarity towards Universal
Fraternity” .

Moved by the Spirit:
We Journeyed Together

Sr. MERCY GEORGE
Guntur Province

Fr. Francis Xavier SJ, Chapter Guide ignited the
membersto bealive, and alignedin anew direction
for thegreater glory of Godintheserviceof Hispeople.
He emphasized that we arecalledtodo the Lord’s
work tothebest of our ability. Thetimely inspirationa
taksddivered by him enabled our Spirittomoveaong
withthe Chapter themeandin linewith our Spiritudity
and Charism.

During the Chapter, the delegates felt that it isa
collective spiritual exercisetowards' discerningthe
WII of God'. Every deliberation wasin therealm of
the Spirit and each of usfelt that God'spresencewas
amidst us, inviting usto redefine the destiny of the
Cong. of IMJ. Moved by the Spirit, the delegates
were opento listen to each other and shared honestly
their interior intuitions. The outcomeof the Provincia
Chapter was inspiring and reassuring as we have
arrived at concrete decisions and action plans. As
Chapter delegates, weexperienced the Lord' sstrength
and accompaniment very vividly, that paved theway
forwardtowalk inthe Spirit of Synodaity andtoface
with couragethe challenges of theworld.

Wearegrateful to our holy patrons JesusMary Joseph
for the blessingsin abundance and our founder Rev.
Fr. Mathias Wolff, SJand Sr. Mary Glowrey, the
Servant of God, for their powerful intercessonsduring
the Chapter. We are indebted to all our sisters for
their prayerful support for thefruitful completion of
thissacredjourney.
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ECHOES from Provincial and Regional Chapters

The Ghana Regional Chapter began with a solemn
Eucharitic celebration presided over by Rev. Mathew
Kwasi Gyamfi, the Bishop of Sunyani on 22™ October
2023 at IMJ Regional House, Sunyani and ended on
the 30" October 2023.

Prior to the Chapter days, the delegatesalong with Sr.
Sundari Singareddy, the president, Fr. Dominic Apee,
M. Afr, the Chapter guide, and Sr. ChandraThainese,
the observer from the General Council, spent two days
inreflective study, sharing insights, followed by aday of
recollection. Thedocument ontheeva uation of our life
and mission in the past six years helped us to see
objectively therichnessof our interculturd diversity and
afragile balance we have experienced between our
community lifeand misson. Most of al weexperienced
the power of the Spirit and the grace of God leading us
through theseyears. The Chapter del egatesappreciated
the natural, pleasant, calm, and appropriate ambiance
during thetimeof exchange, reflection, and discernment.

Moved by the Spirit, the delegates of the Chapter
journeyed together on the path of Open Mindstolisten
intelligently, with Open Heartsto beintouchwithone's
inner moments, and Open WII tolet go and let the new
comein. Every ddliberation and decisionin the Chapter
revolved around what God is asking JMJ Sistersin
Ghana, through the universal Church, and focused on
finding God’swill in the economic, social, political,
cultural, and ecclesial redlitiesof our lives. Thesingle
voicethat echoed predominantly was* | need to become
freewithin, in order to befreefor the mission of Jesus
through renewed commitment in my ministry and
authentic living of my community life

It was encouraging to notethat eventheyoungest inthe
group wasgifted with the power of spesking fredy while
otherswere given the gift of respectful listening. The
animating power of theHoly Spirit hasvibrantly guided
themembersin planning for spiritual, communitarian,
gpogtalic, formative, adminigrative, fiscd, and ecologicd
aspectsof our missionfor thecoming six years.

Regional Chapter 2023
an Experience of
the Movement of the Spirit

Sr. ROSILY ABRAHAM
JMJ Formation House, Sunyani.

Apprising of norms, that givedirection aswell as
uphold our lives as consecrated women, wasdone
keeping abalance between religiousvaluesand
humanitarian dimension. Throughout the Chapter,
the spirit of convergence was visibly sensed,
athoughtheindividud differencesand uniqueness
of ideaswere deliberated with respect using the
art of spiritual conversation.

The unity, enthusiasm, and commitment of
everyone are highly commendable. Making a
major part of nights active as in the day, the
delegatestoiled untiringly, yet joyfully withaview
that they have a greater responsibility on their
shouldersfor thelifeand mission of theRegionin
thecomingyears.

Asthe Chapter cameto aclose the pul se of the
del egateswas onimportance of implementing the
actions plans with a personal conviction and
commitment. We acknowledgethat the Regional
Chapter 2023 wasan experience of the movement
of the Spirit, giving our Region direction for the
next six years, in linewith the theme of synodal
solidarity towardsuniversa fraternity.
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ECHOES from Provincial and Regional Chapters

Itis apleasant privilegeto share our experienceon
the significant event of the Provincial Chapter of
Hyderabad Province. We are grateful to God for
enabling usto beeffective participantsin the Locd and
Provincid Chapters.

TheLoca Chapter heldfrom 2™ February to 30" April
2023 wasabout 3 months. The Provincial Superior’s
guidelines, online sessionson ‘ Fratelli Tutti’ and
‘Synodality’ by Fr. Ravi Shekhar Dusi SJ,
and reeding of the Congregationa documents namdy
Condgtitutions, Spirit & Charismand Sent by theLord
put us on right orientation for the Provincial
Chapter. The happeningswithinthe Local Chapter
like ditinct themesfor meditation, chapter prayer, weekly
specid adoration, prayer andkegpingalighted oil Lamp
ontheAltar enabled our fellow Sstersand usto perceive
and experiencetheanimating presencecf theHoly Spirit.

The Chapter theme ‘ Synodal Solidarity towards
Universal Fraternity’ wassuperbly coined with both
dimensions, thefoundationa Spiritudity and Charism
of the Founder and the spirit of the Universa Church.
Wecouldtangibly fed the abiding and strengthening
presence of God leading us all through various
deliberations and decisions taken. The celestial
support of our Founder and all our sisterswho had
gone before us have enabled usto have afocused
vision in support of the theme, throughout the
proceedingsof the Chapter.

TheProvincia Chapter conssted of two phases (Phase
|: 21-24 August 2023 and Phase I1: 10-14 October
2023). All the delegates felt privileged to be the
members of the Provincial Chapter 2023, that

Unique Experiences as
Chapter Delegates

Sr. VIJAYA PRABHAVATHI. U
Sr. PAULINE NUSI

demanded usto beworthy del egates. By studying the
reportsof the provinceand different apostol ates, we
were put into the right spirit to participate in the
Chapter. Fr. Rex Angelo SJ., through hisinsightful
session enabled usto bethankful and appreciatethe
gloriouspast of MJandtherich sairitudity and heritage
of the Congregation. Thisfacilitated usto attain the
right disposition for reflectivediscernment and interna
preparationfor participationintheProvincia Chapter.

During thefirst phase the delegates studied and
deliberated on the province reports, postul ates, and
thesurvey reportsof the Chapter Guide and brought
out the possible action plans. Atthesecond phase, the
delegates focused on the postulates to be
recommended to Genera Chapter 2024, ddliberation
on the proposed amendmentsto the Constitutions,
and the edition of Norms. Inthisphasethedection of
the delegatesfor the General Chapter was done and
thetentative datesfor the post-chapter was planned.

The period of the Chapter through the discussions,
deliberations, liturgies and prayers enabled every
delegate to deepen our call to the relevance of our
Founder’svisionary Charism and Spirituality inthe
complex redlity of thefuture. It created an enthusiasm
to give our best in carrying out themission of Christ
with renewed and revitalized commitment.

Overdl, it wasatimeto flip the pages of the past to
discover the strengths and shadows of our livesas
JMJ sisters and our mission that needed to be
reviewed, and transformed. All the memberswere
attuned to the voice of the Spirit, felt re-connected
with the entire Province and the Congregation. We
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thank God for thedynamic presence of theHoly Spirit
and the prayerful support of all our sistersin the
province.

Each day brought its own blessings, inspiration,
enlightenment and awareness of our responsibility as
Chapter del egates. The Chapter Guide, Fr. Sebasti L
Ra SJ., in perfect coordination with our Provincidl,
S. Mukta X ess, and the Chapter committees, brought
the Chapter to afruitful conclusion. God wasin great
control of usinevery interaction and decison-making.
We are grateful for God's abundant graces and
blessngsonus.

Weareindeed indebted to God our Fether, for guiding
and empowering uswith the gifts of the Spirit. Our
sincere thanks to our Congregation’s Leadership
Teamfor their untiring and meticulousplan of execution
of the Chapters at both Local aswell as Province
level. Weareever grateful to Fr. Sebasti L Rgj SJ, the
Chapter Guide for the systematic, reflective and
practical assistance during the Chapter. Heartfelt
thanksto Srs. ValsaK oreth and ChandraThainese,
the Observers from the General Council for their
ingghtful suggestions. Our gppreciation and gretitude
to Sr. MuktaXessProvincia Superior and the Council
for their skillful conduct and successful accomplishment
of the Provincial Chapter.

Rose - Bud - Thorn Conversation Starter

THORN

What's something
challenging ar stressful
that you could use
mare support r15ht

now?

BUD
What's ir;rrndh.inﬂ
you look forward to,
or that aives you
hupc. motivation
and imf-irutinn
righf now?

Hereisaway - to keep our connections strong,
conversationsingpiring and reflectionsflowing ...

1. What'syour ROSE? Something you' regrateful
for, or that’sposgitiveinyour liferight now?

2. What'syour THORN? Something challenging
or stressful, that you could use some more
support with right now?

3. What'syour BUD? Something you arelooking
forward tothat givesyou hope, motivation, and
ingpiration right now?

Sour ce: EricaParkerson,

https:.//www.spirit.com/rose-bud-thorn-
conversation-starter/
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ECHOES from Provincial and Regional Chapters

“| can do all things through Him who
strengthensme” - Phil.4:13

Chapter: A profound memory torelish

| feel happy and privileged for being adel egateat the
Raipur Province Provincial Chapter, 2023. Being a
delegatefor thefirgt time, | relishaprofound memory
and awesomelearning experience. The Chapter was
atimeof gracetodl, an experience of thankfulness,
celebration, sacredness and solemn moment.

Themeaningful liturgical servicesled usto enter into
the Provincial Chapter with vigour, tremendous
positiveenergy and experiencing theintense presence
of God. The Chapter wasagathering centred around
faith, open to a process of discernment where the
Spiritlead us. It expanded my thinking and | learned
to accept and appreciatediverse opinions. Thegrace
that filled my heart resonated with the Chapter’s
theme: ‘Synodal Solidarity towards Universal
Fraternity.’ | realized that my callingtoliveinan
attitude of synodality and solidarity, of profound
tendernessand sympathy isto becomeapromoter of
universal fraternity asmissionary of hopeand joy.

Sacred M omentsof the Chapter

Thedd egatesparticipated inthe Chapter proceedings
owning it to a task of sacredness and highest
responsi bility. Every moment of the Chapter wasan
experience of outpouring of the Holy Spirit and
prayerful support of the entire Congregation. There
wasaflow of new lifeand opennessto embracethe
worldinanintense sense of universal solidarity and
fraternity.

Theme-basedingpirationd talks, provocativehomilies,
and timely guidance of Fr. Santosh Minj SJ, the
Chapter Guide, stimulated us to rediscover the
inclusiveresponsbility of upholding oneanother and
transcending self-interest. Sr. ValsaKoreth and Sr.
Mary Karickakunnel, the Chapter Observers,

Celebration of the
Solemn Moments - Chapter 2023

Sr. BIKASHLATA BARLA
Mathias Convent, Ranchi

equi pped with spiritud wisdom and the Congregetion’s
legacy, kept the delegates on the right track and
boosted them through their presence and timely
intervention.

An inexhaustible reservoir continued to keep the
pasture productive. Sr. Marykutty Antony, the
President of the Chapter, enhanced our spirit to
visuaize streamsof possibilitiesfor the progress of
the provincethrough her meticulousplanning and able
chairing of the Chapter.

A review of thelifeand mission of the provinceand
thediscussionsthat followed was an eye opener for
meto personal renewal and growth. It wasbeautiful
to seethe whole assembly working together for the
best outcome of the Chapter.

Each day’s proceedingswereloaded with crestivity,
solemnity, ingght and wisdom. Asthe Chapter brought
awealth of experiences and knowledge, it enriched
every one. Inthebrain storming, delegates|ooked to
propose new waysand relevant action strategiesfor
the next six yearsthat would build amorejust and
equitableworld.

The entire Chapter journey was adivine encounter
withtheLord. Thejourney continuesand | know for
sure that God's grace accompanies us. May this
encounter strengthen our trust and confidence to
embracethe future with an unwavering hope, full of
possibilitiesto livethe chapter momentsgratefully in
therealitiesof our livesand mission. Wepray that the
loving patronage of Jesus Mary and Joseph, our
Founder Fr. Mathias Wolff SJ, and the Servant of
God Dr. Sr. Mary Glowrey, accompany us on our

journey.
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ECHOES from Provincial and Regional Chapters

A coupleof months have passed sincethe end of the
JMJ Guntur Province Provincial Chapter. | was
happy and excited to be one of the 30 Chapter
delegates under the adept leadership of Sr. Tresa
KVM dongwith observers Sr. Mary Karickakunnel
and Sr. ValsaKoreth, General Councilors, and the
Chapter guide Fr. Francis Xavier SJ. Four days
beforethe actual day of the Chapter commencement,
the del egates have assembled at IMJProvincial ate,
Manga agiri for apreparatory program, which helped
us to be well-composed to get into the Chapter
ddliberationseffectively and resourcefully. The Chapter
has unfolded in two major segments i.e. 7""to
11" August and 5" to 11" September, 2023. The
inaugural Eucharistic celebration presided over by
Rev. Mallavarapu Prakash, Archbishop of
Visakhagpatnam, hel ped usto experiencethemoments
of grace, transformation and an atmosphere of
fraternity. Right from the beginning, we experienced
theinvocating presenceof theHoly Spirit. Fr. Francis
Xavier SJ, elegantly guided the sessionsfocused on
thetheme* Synodal Solidarity towards Universal
Fraternity,” .

Infact, thereismuch more happened in the Chapter
than what appeared on paper. We have reviewed the
lifeand mission of our Provincethrough the report
presentation and the discussionsthat ensued flow of
new life. We were so engrossed in assessing our

CHAPTER RIPPLES

Sr. VIJAYA RANI MINNAKANTI

p—

Guntur Province

ministriesof Education, Healthcare, Evangdlization,
Socia Apostolate, Spirituality, Community life,
Formation, Finance and Province Administration.
Thenwecameupwith somesolid suggestionson how
we canimprove doing these present ministries. The
most exciting part of our Provincial Chapter wasthe
intensemoment of grace-filledligtening, discerning, and
deciding, allowing usto be guided by the gentle and
at thesametime, strong presence of the Spirit of Jesus
our Master. We all have experienced this special
spirituad event, asatimefor community reflection and
transformation. All our discussonsand deliberations
werefocused on the mission of the provincefor the
next six yearsgiving anew thrust and momentumto
theorigind spiritudity and charism of our founder Rev.
Fr. MathiasWolf SJ.

We deem it appropriate to express our gracious
appreciation and thanks to the Chapter guide, our
Observers, and the Provincial Council team for so
ass duoudy accompani ed the del egatesthroughout this
Chapter. Tobeagood discipleisredly towalk behind
theLord. Weallow Jesusto direct our livesand our
decisions; we allow His presence to direct and
move us. God choseusand set usapart for Hisspecid
missioninthefamily of IMJ. Hence, itisthetask and
privilege of every oneto remain ever grateful to our
Congregation and servethe humanity for the grester
glory of God.

e & 60 )
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ECHOES from Provincial and Regional Chapters

| angraeful to God Almighty andthes stersof Raipur
Provincefor the unique opportunity | receivedto be
adelegate at the Provincial Chapter 2023. Thetime
of Chapter wasachannel of gracetoal of us. Like
the apostlesin the upper room prepared to receive
theHoly Spirit on the Pentecost, themembersof the
province prepared for this great event in prayer,
recollection and discernment. Wejourneyed together
withasingle-minded focus, placing dl our hopesinto
thehandsof theLord.

Being part of the Provincial Chapter was an eye
opener for me, looking at the mattersof the province
in a wider perspective and understanding. The
Chapter wasaspiritual journey and great learning
experience to me. The Chapter theme “ Synodal
Solidarity towards Universal Fraternity”

enlightened and chdlenged meto be more humaneto
build fraternal relationship with the marginalized,
underprivileged and downtrodden.

It wasatimetorecall, and reflect the mighty deeds
and manifold blessingsof God in each on€'slife, to
the Province and Congregation. It wasan invitation
for dl of usto envisageand re-orient ourselvesto dl
theaspectsand dimensionsof our lifeand missionin
relation to thevision and charism of our Founder.

| experienced each day the outpouring of the Holy
Spiritindl decisonsand ddiberations. | havecertainly
felt a deep sense of belonging and experienced
wisdom by listening to everyone' ssharingwiththeir
uniqueidess. | learnedto discerninthe Spirit, praying
before taking important decisions, and taking
responsibility to contributemy littlefor thegrowth of

Provincial Chapter 2023
A Journey of Faith and Hope

Sr. MARY MADDIMADUGU
Bharat Mata Convent, Raipur

the province. | developed adeep sense of belonging
and lovefor the charism of our Congregation. | was
inspired by the president of the Chapter Sr. Marykutty
Antony for her tremendous work, smooth and
systematicway of organizing the Chapter, delingwith
every one' sexpress on spontaneoudy and aptly, which
motivated meto be agood leader in my capacity. |
wasa so enlightened by our Chapter guideFr. Santosh
Minj SJ, who through his inspirational dialogues
inspired everyoneto experiencethe sacrednessof the
Chapter dl through.

To get through the hardest journey we need to take
only onestep at atime, but we must keep on stepping.
Our journey together with onestep at atimehasbegun
into thefuturewith our specifictargetsto accomplish,
being convinced that the Spirit of God will moveus
forward to establish Hiskingdom of justiceand peece.

The Chapter experiencehascarved adegpimpression
inmy heart which will be an unforgettable memory in
my life. | oweagresat ded of gratitudeto my Province
and Congregation for accepting meto be an agent of
God'sloveinthe service of Hispeople.

For we live by faith, not by sight (Hebrews 11.:6).
For me indeed, the entire Chapter experience was
oneof faithand hopeintheLord!
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ECHOES from Provincial and Regional Chapters

In the quiet embrace of prayer and reflection, the
Regiona Chapter of the Congregation of JesusMary
Joseph, Ghanaunfolded asacred journey, weaving
strong threads of gratitude, discernment, and a
collectiveyearning for thewell-being of thewhole
Congregation.

Thejourney commenced withaharmonioussymphony
of gratitude, echoing through the hallowed hdlsof all
convictions. Each participant, apilgrimintheir own
right, brought forth tales of gratefulness, thanking God
for hisbountiful blessngsthat had illuminated our path
of spiritudism. Amidst flickering candlesand bowed
heads, the Regiona Chapter unfolded likeaparchment
of registering splendid thanksgiving to God. The
delegates, bound by acommon faith, poured forth
their profound gratitude, each word resonating likea
sacred hymn. It wasamaosaic of moments, acollective
acknowledgment of the Divine tapestry woven
intricately through thejourney of IMJin Ghana.

In the heart of the discernment process, the
participants embarked on aspiritual quest, seeking
divine guidancefor the Chapter. Theroom echoed
withtherhythm of silent prayers, asdiscerning minds
navigated the crossroads of thefuture. The process
wasadelicate dance between faith and uncertainty, a
surrender to thedivinewhispersthat held theroadmap
for theRegion.

In the hush of contempl ation, the Regional Chapter
outspread asaspiritual labyrinth. With eyesclosed
and heartsopen, themembersengaged in discernment,
asacred didoguewiththe Divine. Thefuture, avast
expanse, awaited our steps, and each prayerful breath

! _ "W

Navigation of Spiritual Depths
at the Regional Chapter of JMJ. Ghana

Sr. SHOWRILUALLAM
JMJ Convent, KBK

was acompass guiding towardsthe path of purpose
and service. United in spirit, with grace, resilience,
and an unwavering commitment to thedivine pathwe
tread together.

In the glow of candlelight, prayersfor well-being
became a spiritual balm, soothing the souls of the
Region. Every sster intheregion, thetorchbearersof
hope, offered prayersthat transcended the physical
and reached into the depths of each heart. It wasa
sacred covenant, acommitment to stand together,
comewhat may, fostering acommunity fortified by
the bonds of compassion and shared faith.
Expectationsin thisspiritua journey werevery high
as the Congregation of JMJ banked their hope on
God'smanifegtation. Itistruethat Godisour provider,
healer, and protector.

Asthefinal notesof communa hymnsfadedintothe
night, the Regional Chapter drew to aclose. Our
Regional Chapter concluded not as an endpoint but
asaspringboard for continued spiritual growth. We
carry with usthelessonslearnt, theblessingsreceived,
and theresolve to navigate ahead with unwavering
faith and dedi cation. We emergefrom thisgathering
asspiritud pilgrims, transformed by thetransformative
power of bountiful guidance of the Divine.

X
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Youth Echoes

;&a JMJ SPIRITUALITY
‘9w A Treasure to Treasure
In the Year of the CHAPTER

[ntericr Spirdunlity

A true member of JM] is interiorly possessed by God,

Sr. SUVARNA KADIRI
Jyothi Nilayam, Hyderabad

The interior spirit ofscf—deniui, never sccking f-:}r reward.

Possessed by the extensive knowledge of Spiritual matters,
God'’s message of love every JM] sister ever spreads.

The enjoyment of God and a Taste for the Divine
A fervent prayer life, great love of prayer in our hearts abide.

Unremitting trust in the Holy Spirit with an Inner freedom of Heart,
A fervent Zeal for everything that enhances glory to God's Spirit.

Obedience, and Modesty in external behavior,

Incessantly thoughtful and Constant recollection as our flavor.

Courageous in assigned onus with Great Courage in Apostolic works,
Humi{it}f and Prudence as our constant interior sparks.
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Integration of interior and exterior spirits is our spirituality,

Finding God in all things in our daily life’s reality. f |
With Lord of the World; for the World of the Lord, r N <
Ascending to God; Descending to the People, A

Ora et Labora; Contemplation in Action.




| expressmy gratitudefor my lifeinthe Congregation
of JesusMary Joseph. My educationinamissionary
school didn’tinitially lead meto consider joining the
convent. However, throughout my school years,
variousvocationa campswereconducted, and during
my 10" grade year, the diocese organized acamp.
Following my HSC exams, | attended a 3-day
vocation camp in the Sambal pur diocese, where
different speakers shared their experiences and
offered guidance on career and studies. On thelast
day, MJSistersshared their lifeand mission stories.

These experiencesleft me deeply affected. Oneday,
my closefriend introduced meto IMJsisters, and |
visted the M Jconvent in Sambal pur. | spent acouple
of daysthere and, during an evening outing with the
sistersto ahospital and nearby village, | witnessed
their dedicationin serving thesick and needy. This
moved meprofoundly. | shared my experienceswith
my parents, but my father initially discouraged me
from joining the convent, while my aunt encouraged
meto consider it. These conflicting opinionsleft me
ingreat confusion. Despitethe uncertainty, | decided
tojointhe IMJ convent in Sambal pur and continue
my intermediatestudies. Livingwiththessters, | found
inspirationintheir prayer lifeand their work inthe
hospital. The compassionate nature of Sr. Francis
Xavier, who caredfor dl candidates, dsoleft alasting
impression on me. Upon completing my studies, |
dill questioned whether | truly had avocetion. | prayed
for asign, it cameduring athree-day healing prayer
event, where | felt God speaking to me through

God's Sign to
Follow Him Forever

Sr. ASHRITHA SORENG
Guntur Province

Jeremiah 29:11: 1 know theplan | havefor you, plans
for your welfareand not for harm.”

A year after my initid decison, | continued my religious
formation. During postulancy holidays, my father
expressed doubts about my decision, as| was the
eldegt childinthefamily. Thiscrested further confusion.
| prayed for asign to affirm my path, and during the
summer vocation, | believed | receivedit, consdering
itamiracle. My family had experienced two miracles
before, saving my father from abusaccident and a
snakebite, leading himto believethat | wasmeant to
continuemy journey in IMJ.

| firmly believe that God's mission for apersonis
planned even before our existence. Engaging inthe
healing ministry bringsmeimmensejoy asl servethe
sick and suffering. | am deeply grateful to God and
my congregationfor theopportunity to serve humanity
inneed. Caring for the sick and bringing hopetothe
hopelessfillsmewithinner joy and peace. Every day
as| begin my duty, | pray to St. Joseph, to guideme
in placing hishedling touch through my hands. Working
inthe healing ministry hasa so hel ped mebuild self-
confidenceto facethedaily challengesof life.

—
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-Matthew 22:14

| am delighted to shareabout my vocationtordigious
life. | wasbrought upinatraditiona catholicfamily. |
grew up instrong faith by the exemplary life of my
parents and grandparents. My grandfather was
particular about attending daily Holy Mass and
prayingtheRosary a 7 p.m. daily.
No one should miss praying
Rosary otherwise wewould be
punished without food that night. |
| was also regular in attending
catechism classon Sundaysand o
| was inspired by the lives of
Servite Sisters. My childhood * \
practices of faith and prayer g VIR
helped me to be disciplined, § =
prayerful, and faithful in my a‘
Spiritud life. My parentsandmy £
grandparents’ strong faith taught
me to depend on God’'s
providence.

Fromthe age of thirteen, | had adesireto becomea
nun. | wasfaithful in attending Holy Massathough |
studied in a government school from 9" to 12"
standard. Whenever people ask mewhat would you
liketo become; | spontaneously said that | want to
becomeanun. After SSLC, | waschallenged by my
father to earn somemoney tojoininfurther studies. |
amthefourth child amongfivechildren, so | havenot
learned any work till 10" standard because my three
older siblingsdid everything for me. It wasagreat
challengefor meto gofor work and at the sametime
to accomplish my desire to become anun. | have
learnt Beedi making and saved Rs.1000 withintwo
monthsduring holidays. | gavethemoney tomy father

»

Called to be
for the Lord forever

“Many are called, but few are chosen.”

Sr. GNANASOUNDARI
Guntur Province

and asked himtojoinmein Higher Secondary School.
Once | completed 12" standard, | expressed my
desireto my parents, that | wishto becomeanun.

My father had adesireto send mefor further studies
sincel got good resultsin 12" standard. But | refused
- itandinsisted, that hejoinsme
4 11 somewhere to become a nun.
: * Oneof my auntieshelped meto
join JMJ through Sr.
Antoniammal Savarirayan. It's
W~ God'scall for metojoininthe
] Society of IMJ. After theinitia
formation, | made my first
_ commitment totheL ord on 29"
2. July 2009, and | am determined
e tolivemy commitmentfaithfully
¥ forever.

| am very grateful to the Congregation of IMJfor the
opportunitiesand the support provided to meto equip
mysdlf tobeacommitted religious. | aminspired and
motivated by the exemplary livesof our senior ssters
whoseprayer lifeand commitment to apostolic work
andfathfulnessto God stirsmeto persevereinreigious
lifeand servethe L ord through my apostol ate. | feel
happy that asateacher, | am ableto contributeto the
development of many students, especidly throughmy
teaching to the underprivileged studentsaswell the
dow learners. | wishtoliveasajoyful and committed
sger of MJby living uptothespiritudity and charism
of our Founder.
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Inthe heart of Leuven’s cobblestone embrace, my
academicjourney unfoldsasymphony of knowledge
echoing through historic corridors, the melody of
diversecultures, intherhythm of persona growth. At
Leuven’'s Catholic University, where each lesson
learnediscarved not only intextbooksbut dsointhe
vibrant tapestry of life' sexperiences.

Theprivilegeof udyingat thisprestigiousUniversity
hasbeen atransformativejourney that | am profoundly
thankful for. The opportunity to pursue my academic
endeavoursat Katholiek Universiteit (KU), Leuven
has not only broadened my intellectual horizons of
critical thinking but dso hasenriched my rdligiouslife,
faith and strengthened my vocation. Belgium hasa
ggnificant historical connectionwiththeCatholicfath,
and Catholicism hasplayed acrucia rolein shaping
thecountry’scultura andreligiouslandscape. Belgium
isahometoimpressive Cathedrals, Churches, and
religious institutions that reflect the historical
prominence of Catholicism. However, Belgium has
seen adeclinein Church participation and religious
adherence in recent years. Despite this decline,
Catholicism remains an important cultural and
historical aspect of Belgian identity and that isthe
beauty | cherish here. Moreover, theinternational
sisters community in JustusLipsiusCollege (JLC)
bringsaunique sense of ddlight and fulfilment aswe
cometogether asonefamily collectively. Thedaily
Eucharistic Celebration and the special Friday
adoration serve as vital sources of spiritual
rejuvenation amid the academic challenges and
adversties| encounter. Itistruly asourceof profound
joy to resideamong individualsof diversecultures,
nationalities, languages, and perspectives. The
community spirit at JLC enhancesand enrichesmy
religiouslife. Inaddition to thiswethefour student
sistersgather together on every Saturday for rosary
and sharing which strengthens our JM Jcommunity
bond. My profound gratitude to my sistersAnitha

Unveiling the Academic Tapestry:
My Journey in Leuven

Sr. MARY SANJUKTA EKKA

Leuven, Belgium

Showri Rani and ArputhaL.illy, for their unwavering
support, companionship, and encouragement inthe
momentsof my chalengesand difficulties.

My academic tenure at KU Leuven is a voyage
characterized by the exploration and discovery of
nove idess, fostering acultureof critical thinkingand
the acquisition of new found knowledge. Initialy,
navigating the education system wasan uphill battle,
marked by the complexities of learning different
languages and the constant demands of weekly
assignments. The first year was not a seamless
journey; instead, it resembled moreapath srewnwith
thornsand thistlesthan abed of roses. Nevertheless,
it waswithintheseadversitiesthat | genuindy felt the
mercy and grace of God guiding methroughout my
academic pursuits. My engagement in Biblica studies,
withaparticular focusonmy research examiningthe
theme “ Discipleship in the Gospel of John: An
Exegetical analysis of John 20:21 in light of the
Father-Son-Disciplesrelationship” hasfacilitated a
profound expansion of my intellectua aswell asmy
spiritua horizons. Thisexploration delvesdeeply into
thefundamental essence of discipleship, specificaly
within the dimension of relationship and mission as
elucidated in the Gospel of John. Consequently,
through the pursuit of this research, | not only
experience intellectual growth but also engagein
introspection regarding my personal relationshipwith
Jesusasoneof Hisbeloved disciples.

Asl reflect onthisremarkable chapter of my lifein
Leuvenfor past oneyear, | am profoundly awarethat
none of thiswould have been possible without the
vision and commitment of my JIMJfamily. | amtruly
honoured and grateful for the opportunitiesbestowed
upon meby the Genera and the Provincial Councils.
| conclude my thought witha* couplet”:
A scholarly sojourn, a pilgrimage grace.
Thisis my academic journey
in Leuven’s embrace.
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Wisdom's Whispers

Hereisapilgrimwho saysthat she had an exodus
experience, and her life can be compared with a
butterfly, from the garden of Parvathi Puram, Andhra
Pradesh. Thelittle butterfly stood courageoudly all
thewaksof lifebeing beautiful withvariety of colors
of life yet very tender, unassuming, but strong to
withstand any climate.

Sr. Martinawas born to Appa Rao and Papamma.
Her father was a businessman, and mother a
housewife, awoman of degpfaith. LittleMartinawas
from atraditional Hindu family; nobody noticed that
young she-wolf who wasbornin faraway Parvathi
Puram. Father wasaHindu pujari (priest), whotaught
slokasfrom Ramayanaand Mahabharatato many
studentswho wished to become priests. Right from
her childhood Martinahad least interest in Hindu
poojasand customsof thefamily. It isevident that
God called and loved thischild asin Isaiah 43: 1,
“Do not fear, for | have redeemed you; | have
called you by name: you are mine” .

Sistersof St. Ann’sof Luzernwerein her town, so
little Martinaflew to that garden of sistersand was
inspired by their way of life. At theage of 11, she
heard one sister warden saying, ‘without a ticket
you cannot reach Heaven'. Soinnocently sheasked
her, ‘ please give me that ticket’, and she did take
theticket at theage of 11, without the knowledge of
her parents. Sensing her honest desire, the sisters
prepared her for the sacraments; shereceived baptism
on 5" May 1951 and the Holy Communion on 6"
May. Sr. Magdelene, aFrench nun gaveaword on
behalf of Martinato the Parish Priest Fr. Mathew,
that theyoung Martinawill never leavethe Catholic
faith. Her ‘first Yesto God and first loveto Christ’
kept growing al through her life'sjourney andinthis

An Exodus Experience
of a Pilgrim

Sr. MARTINA DEVARAPALLI

JMJ Nilayam, Bangalore
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land.

Eventualy, Martina'sclassmatesinformed her family
that shereceived Baptism, her father wasfuriousand
saidto hisyoungest daughter Martinato go away from
the house and ‘ not to step into the house anymore’ .
Asaresult, she had no place in her home and was
rejected even by her relatives. Thelittlegirl could
only cry andimmediately ranto thesisterswhere she
was studying, and the sisters knew that it would
happen. They asked her toleave her faith and go back
home but to their wonder shesaid“ NO” . Shewas
ready to face the situation for the sake of that ‘ ticket
to Heaven'. Sistersstood by her and admitted her in
the boarding. From then on she had faced many
challengeswithout the support of thefamily and after
two months, in the month of July her father died but
shewasnot allowed to see hisbody.

After the death of thefather, her brotherscompelled
her to come back to the family and practice Hindu
tradition but her mother said, ‘let her worship the
God of her heart, for your father could not bring
her back, you and metoo cannot. Let her be happy
with the faith she has embraced'.
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Wisdom's Whispers

was caught up by two men who were about to abuse
her, and shewasinfear and trembling praying to Jesus.
For her surprise awoman came and risked saving
her and she believesthat it was M other Mary who
came to her rescue and the pilgrim continued her
journey. Shesaysthat in her life' sjourney asapilgrim
shelost many material things, even her educational
certificatesbut by God's providence shefound them

agan.

All for thelove of Jesus—A Daringand Dashing
Younggirl

Martina lost her mother when she was in 10"
standard. She completed her teacher’ straining with
MSFS fathers and by then her siblings started
accepting her. At theage of 17, shemet her brother
who wastrying to settle her in marriage among her
relaives. But Martinatold him that she never wanted
to marry but becomeaRELIGIOUSNUN. Hewas
surprised to hear that but Martina was brave and
strong in her decision. None could stop her, so she
started her journey and it was already arranged by
Sr. Magddene. Martinadid not wanttojoin St. Ann's
Congregation asit was closer to her hometown. Sr.
Augustine, the then superior of the convent,
understood her intention and asked Martinato make
anovenafor choos ng the Congregation before she
joinsasacandidate. Sr. Augustine sent | etters about
Martina sdesireto becomenun, tofour Congregations
and one among them was Society of Jesus Mary
Joseph. To her surprise, shereceived immediateand
first letter from Mother Ferdinando, our Dutch
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missionary at Guntur, asking her tocomeandjoinas
acandidate. Martinawas not happy with the letter
from the IMJ Society, asJM Jwasthelast choicefor
her but her mentor Sr. Augustine encouraged her
saying that it was God'splan that she could jointhe
Soc. of IMJ. She just obeyed half-heartedly and
entered the Society asacandidate. Shejoinedin 1963
when Mother Josephawastheformator, whowasan
inspiration, guide, support and mentor indl thewalks
of herreligiouslife.

She never desired for higher studies, rather she
remained as an el ementary school teacher and asa
boarding mistressall through her lifein most of our
indtitutions. Her students, till today, lovingly remember
her asamother. After her school hours Sr. Martina
was ever ready to go to the villages and teach
catechism and prepare children for the first holy
communion and confession.

For thisdynamicreligious, Fr. Mathew (late) wasthe
spiritud guidewhoinspired her right fromthechildhood
and nurtured in her deep Christian faith and
accompanied on her pilgrimjourney. S. Martinalived
ahiddenlifewithunwaveringfaithandal for theglory
of God. In 1976 shewas awarded asthe best teacher
by the Govt. of Andhra Pradesh for her dedicated
servicesand she continued to bethe best till today.

Thispilgrimisawaysactive, movingandrunninginlife
never thinking of hersdlf. Her only god inlifeistowork
hard like agiant and always ready for soulsto save
them for God. Asan obedient daughter of Fr. Mathias
Wolff, sheiswaiting to snatch her ticket to Heaven.

The
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Wisdom's Whispers

| wasborninapiousand devoted Catholic family,
reared and nurtured inavery faith-filled milieu. My
parentswho knew very well about their respongbility
helped meto receivethe sacramentsat an gppropriate
age. My mother often used to talk to me about the
consecrated life, and itsvalues, which fosteredinme
withaspark of hopeto chooserdigiouslifeat avery
early age. The seed wasalready sown asthe book
of Jeremiah says, “ Before | formed you in the
womb, | know you; before you were born,
| dedicated you; a prophet to the nations,
| appointed you” (Jer 1:5). So, the seed grew as
| grew. | wassent to school. AsGod willed“ when
the fullness of time had come” (Gal 4:4),
| remember that in classVII1, | decided to becomea
consecrated person to serve the Lord. The innate
desiregrew within meuntil | successfully completed
10" standard. Though there were many religious
housesin thevicinity of my home, | didn’t choose
one among them. At that juncturein the year 1980,
| happened to meet IMJ Sisters EmmanuelaGopu,
Joannet Ma lavarapu and Regina Chinnappan who
camefor vocation promotion. Their smplicity and
approach touched mevery much and theHoly Spirit
prompted meto jointhefamily of IMJ.

My deepest desirewasto servethesick and thedying
and | preferred Nursing profession for my career.
However, the Congregation wanted meto take up
theteaching profession asper the needs of thetime.
During thistime there was a great need for sister
teacherswho can teach in Tamil medium school and
the government waswilling to sanction aided posts
for ssters. | havetoforego my desirefor the sake of
the common mission of the Congregation. Like
Jeremiah who listened to God, leaving out hisways
and deeds, | also listened to the guidelines of the
Congregation and obeyed the authority. After the
completion of teachers' training, | worked asateacher

My dJourney
as a Pilgrim in JMJ

“ It was not you who chose me, but | who chose you and
appointed you to go and bear fruit” -Jn 15:16

Sr. ANNIE STELLA GALI
Guntur Province

and head migtressin different placeslikeVairavikulam
RC School, Palayamkottai Diocese; RC schooal,
Trichy Diocese and RC School Marakkanam,
Pondicherry Diocese. Teaching the children hailing
fromlower strataof life, themargindized, and socidly
rejected oneshasgiven mealot of joy and happiness.
Theextrainterest that istakeninunearthingand bringing
to the limelight the hidden talents in every child
enthused themto achievegodsintheir lives.

After school hours, onweekends, and during holidays,
| vigit the housesof the downtrodden, poverty-stricken
families, housesof thepoor childrenintheclassbeing
their comfort and consolation; and sharingintheir joys
and sorrows. It was agreat opportunity to visit the
nomadic community and help themintheir needs. |
could also counsel and settle certain family issuesby
the grace of God and could bring the separated
couplestogether. Thevisit to the sick and bedridden
peoplein houses and hospital s enabled meto pray
for them. The neighbourhood ministry gave megreat
sati sfaction asaconsecrated person. Pondering over
the following bible verse, reinforces me to do
everything for Christ. “ Whatever you did for one of
these least brothers of mine, you did for me”

(Mt 25:40).

The Charism of our Founder Rev. Fr. MathiasWol ff
SJ “ An Ever-Adaptable Apostolic Availability”

inspired meto be alwaysfaithful and availabletothe
ministry. AsaJMJsister, when | look back on the
path | havetravelled, | feel very happy and joy fills
my heart. Thereisnot aniotaof grief or resentment
whatsoever. With thefullness of my heart, | rejoice
with Mother Mary praising the Lord, “ My soul
rejoicesin God my saviour. The Almighty hasdone
great things for me, and holy is his name”

(Lk 1:47, 49).
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Myriads of Mission

The past, when known, becomes history;
when unknown, it persists as a mystery.

Reflecting on my journey as a budding historian,
| find myself rewinding about two decadesto the
pivotal moment when I heard thename Mathias Wol ff
for the first time. It all started with a casual
conversation withafamily friend working a the JIMJ
school inKdlidaikurichi. * | heard that you want to
join the JIMJ Congregation and do you know the
name of thefounder?” My responsewasasimple
and honest“no.” That iswhenfor thefirst timel heard
thenameM athiasWolff, anamecompletdy unfamiliar
tomeat that time. | never knew that thisintroduction
would kickstart my journey into studying and
researching thelife of thisenigmaticfigure, shaping
an unexpected and intriguing chapter inmy lifeasan
asoiring higtorian.

Over the course of my four-year theological journey
at Katholieke Universiteit Leuven, | had numerous
opportunitiesto explore further into thelife of our
founder and therich history of the Congregation. In
thisarticle, my aimisto providealucid explanation
of the history of the name of the Congregation as
outlined by Fr. Dekkers, the rector of Mariénburg
whichwas publishedin 1933 in the magazine of the
Congregation. Themagazine, initsearly years, was
referred to as Tijdschrift der congregatie van het
Gezel schap van J.M.J. (Journal of the Congregation
of the Society of JM.J.). It served as an internal
publicationand circulated every threemonthsstarting
from 1932. However, during the war years, the
magazine faced an interruption and was not i ssued
between July 1940 and November 1945. Inthe post-
war period, specifically from 1946 to 1952, the
magazine appeared every two months. Theeditorial
officewassituated inthe Mariénburg monastery in

The History behind the

Name of our Congregation
(De Naam Onzer Congregatie by Fr. Dekkers)

Sr. ARPUTHA LILLY ANTONY
Katholieke Universiteit Leuven, Belgium

DenBosch. Trangtioningintolater years, themagazine
evolved innomenclature, first asJ.M.J. Congregatie-
tijdschrift (J.M.J. Congregation Magazine) from
1959 and later as Sociéteit van IMJ (Society of IMJ)
from 1965 onwards.

According to Fr. Dekkers, the name of the
Congregation from the beginning was Gezelschap
van Jezus Maria Jozef, which literally means Society
of JesusMary Joseph. Theword Gezel schap means
company or society. Thiswasin usefrom 1822 and
Dekkers mentionsadocument signed by Wolff and
various other documents, inwhichit wasmentioned
as”Inditute of the Sistersof the Blessed VirginMary,
otherwise called Pédagogie Chrétienne or Society
of JesusMary Joseph.” Dekkersemphasi zesthat the
name of our Congregation serves adua purpose.
Firstly, it carriesabroad identifier, “ Institute of the
Sistersof the Blessed Virgin Mary”, acommonality
with many other Congregations in those times.
Secondly, it featuresamore specific and distinctive
designation, namely Pédagogie Chrétienne and
“Society of Jesus, Mary, Joseph”. These unique
designations were intentionally chosen to set our
Congregation apart from others. The question arises:
Why did Father Wolff opt for adouble specia name?
Distinguishing our Congregation from othersdid not
necessi tate such complexity; one specia designation
would have sufficed. However, theremust have been
a deliberate reason for this decision which was
influenced by historical circumstances. Dekkers
explainsthat inthe early 19th century, anti-Catholic
and anti-religious sentimentswere prevalent in the
United Kingdom of the Netherlands. Government
officials, including King William I, viewed certain
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Myriads of Mission

religious orders, such asthe Jesuits, asdangerous.
Thisatmosphereof intolerance extended to the point
of restricting the dress and activities of religious
groups. Giventhiscontext, our Sstersfaced limitations.
They werenot permitted to wear religiousgarments,
andin public, they were addressed as Juffrouw (Miss)
followed by their secular names. Even Father Wolff,
then known as Mon Pére, had to exercise caution
duringvigits, arriving discreetly and departing before
morning.

In the face of such adversity, Father Wolff took a
cautious approach to establishing thefirst school.
Instead of using the Congregation’sname, hefounded
it under theguise of a“ Society of the Sisters” within
the “Association of Werkhoven and Co.” The
gpprehension surrounding thename* Society of Jesus
Mary Joseph” stemmed from concernsthat it might
be perceived astoo religious and, specifically, too
Jesuitical during aperiod of heightened anti-Catholic
sentiment. The cautious measurestaken underscore
thechallengesfaced by our Congregationin navigating
aclimateof intolerance.

Hence, Dekkers supposesthat asecond special name
wasintroduced, namely Pédagogie Chrétienne. This
choice likely appeared harmless, avoiding any
potential offense. Simultaneously, the name aptly
reflected the mission of the Congregation. Pédagogie
Chrétiennewould primarily be utilized for external,
official purposes, such as documents involving
government interactions. Conversely, within the
monagtery and monadticlife, at least initialy, themore
explicitly religiousname of “ Society of JesusMary
Joseph” would beretained.

Thispremisefindssupport in theoldest Congtitution
of our Congregation, approved in 1823 by
Archpriests G. van Nooy, J. Cramer, and J. van
Banning. Inthis Constitution, the Congregationis
plainly referred to as Association des Soairsde Notre
Dame, dites de la Pédagogie Chrétienne
(Association of the Sistersof Our Lady, known as
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Ht{y oot ngets brlaih dreel e Congregatie
JMJ Initialsin the Samp of Pédagogie Chrétienne

Pédagogie Chrétienne), a title designed for
government engagements. Additiondly, thefirst stamp
of our Congregation prominently displaysthewords
Pédagogie Chrétienne, with the initials IMJ
somewhat discreetly placed inthemiddle. Thisdual
nomenclature appears to have served a strategic
purposein navigating the societa climate of thetime.
Thisisfurther proveninthebook, Geschiedk. schets
der congregatie, opgericht in 1822 door den Zeer
Eerw. P. M. Wolff; Herinnering aan het 50-jarig
bestaan 1822-1872, “Historical Sketch of the
Congregation, foundedin 1822, by the Very Venerable
Father M. Wolff; Commemoration of the 50th
anniversary, 1822-1872" which waswritten by Van
Guilick and published in 1872. Dekker quotes page
27 which states. “ Through theintercession of Bishop
Antonucci, on March 3, 1839, H.H. Gregory X VI
granted variousfavorsto the Congregation. These
favors were granted by the High Honorable
| nternuntiusto the Honorabl e Father Wolff by |etter
of July 27, 1839. With joy, the good Father
acknowledged God'sguidancein thistoo, according
to hiscustom. His Pédagogie Chrétienne of 1822,
known for sometime asthe Society of JesusMary
Joseph...” Notably, thephrase* knownfor sometime
suggeststhat by 1839, the Congregation had already
been recognized as the Society of JM.J. for a
consderableduration.
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Historical Sketch of the Congregation: Commemoration
of the 50th anniversary, 1822-1872

In 1842 and 1844, Father Wolff continued torefer to
our Congregationinofficid documentsasthe” Inditute
of Christian Education, otherwise called the Society
of Jesus Mary Joseph.” However, from 1845
onwards, the phrase Pédagogie Chrétienne appears
to have been permanently omitted. Consequently, the
definitive name of our Congregation sincethen has

been “ Congregation of the Sigtersof theHoly Virgin
Mary, called the Society of JesusMary Joseph.”

According to Dekkers, father Wolff derived thename
“Society of JesusMary Joseph” inasimple manner.
Being aJesuit himself, amember of the Society of
Jesus, he did not adopt the name literally and
unchanged for the new Congregation, asthat would
go against established customs and Church
regulations. Instead, Father Wolff el egantly addressed
thisby adding the names*Mary’ and ‘ Joseph’ tothe
existing name'* Jesus.” Thissmpleaddition resolved
theissue, giving the Congregationthemeaningful name
of “Society of JesusMary Joseph.” All ecclesiastical
approvals received by the Congregation in 1840
correctly reflect the name. Bishop A. Antonucci,
Bishop Den Dubbelden, and Msgr. H. van der Velden
all referred to the Congregation as the Société de
JésusMarie Joseph. In 1845, Bishop Zwijsen, while
approving the Congtitutionsof the Congregetion, called
itthe" Society of JesusMary Joseph.” Yet, intheofficia
documentsfrom Romeand the Bishops, and in Father
Wolff’swritings, theconsistent use of “ Society of Jesus
Mary Joseph” persisted. Theevolution of thename
remainsatestament to the history and devel opment
of the Congregation over time.

From 1848, the name Society of JesusMary Joseph
underwent modifications that will be thoroughly
expounded uponin my forthcoming article.
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“Many are called, but few are chosen.”

-Matthew 22:14

From 8"— 11" November 2023, | participatedinan
international conference called LEST (Leuven
Encountersin Systematic Theology) inwhich | had
to present a paper as part of my PhD program
requirements. In commemoration of the 60 years of
the Second Vatican Council, this year’s LEST
conference focused on the global reception of the
Second Vatican Council. Following the conference's
theme, my paper is titled ‘Religious Life &
Aggiornamento—A Casefor the Global Reception
of theCouncil’. | tried to present the Soci ety of Jesus
Mary Joseph (JMJ) as an example of the global
reception of the Council, based on the renewal
processes adopted in our Congregation at thetime
of the Council, i.e. during the Chaptersof 1962 and
1968, and therenewal followed after that.

In preparing for thispaper during my researchinthe
archives(Sint. Agatha, Nijmegen, The Netherlands),
| encountered numerousinteresting and inspiring
things, one of those many thingsthat | would liketo
share briefly isthe essence of the speech by Dr. H.
Geurtsen S.J.,, given to the Chapter del egatesonthe
occasion of the General Chapter, November 13"
1968. Inthefollowing paragraphs, | will present the
gist of Fr. Geurtsen's speech. Fr. Geurtsen S.J.
centred his speech on the Vatican Il document
Gaudiumet Spes, the Pastoral Constitution onthe
Church in the Modern World, especially on the
numbers12-22. (1 suggest reading thesenumbersfrom
the document). He highlighted two aspectswhichare
central to Gaudiumet Spesand are essential to adopt
andimplement asrenewal processby al therdigious
congregations, to berelevant inthe contemporary
world: a) thedignity of moral conscienceand b) the
excdllenceof humanliberty.

Recollecting Past for
a Fruitful Present and Hopeful Future

Sr. ANITHA KONDAVETI
Leuven, Belgium

TheDignity of Moral Conscience— Speaking of
thedignity of the human person, asthe centre of the
universe, Gaudium et Spesunderlinesthe value of
personal consciencewhichiscalled alaw writtenin
his/her heart by God. Therefore, each one’s
conscienceisapersond law, which human beingsdo
not giveto themsalvesbut God, and it awaysinvites
onetolove, todo good, andto shunevil. Thispersond
law of God (personal conscience) keeps one under
obligationto obey God. Thevoiceof conscienceisat
the sametimethevoice of God and the voice of the
human person. Herethemost individua meeting tekes
place between God and humans. Thejudgement on
human beingsis passed in his’her conscience. Human
beingsare not judged by the outward law, nor by a
meretranscendent God, but thejudgement isthework
of alaw writteninto conscienceitsalf and at thesame
timethejudgement of God, who himsdf makesknown
hiswill to humansby hisvoicewhich echoesintheir
conscience.

Not only for every Cathalic but for every humanbeing,
their conscienceisthelast norm and thehighest resort,
by which anybody should judge and bejudged. Even
if someoneiswrong in one’ sdecisionsof conscience
duetoinvincibleignorance, the conscience doesnot
loseitsstature and one must still obey it. But when
onehastoolittlecareinlookingfor thetruth and good,
and when habits of singradually almost blind/blunt
conscience, it losesits stature. Conscience should
awaystry togain clarity/clearnessabout the decison
to betaken, and it isalso salf-evident that thissearch
and finding of the right decision is not merely an
individud affair. For, humanbeingsareessentidly socid
and the Christianisamember of the Churchwith or
under aspecific authority.

The
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All thesesocial dimensionsshouldfully betakeninto
account when forming adecision of conscience. But
theroleof fellow human beings, theauthority, andthe
law isonly of servicetothedecisonwhichisultimately
madeby anindividud. Theoutwardlawsand authority
areonly valuablein sofar asthey areunderstood by
the conscience, maketheir obliging power felt there
andin sofar asthey stimulate apersonal decision of
conscience. Every automatic fulfilment of lawsand
rulesiscontrary to thedignity of the human person.
Thevoiceof conscienceinwhich the voiceof God
himself echoesand asitisheard and understood in
the silence of the heart, formsthe ultimate norm of
human action. However, thisdoes not mean that one
overthrowsthe authority or thelaw but the wisdom
of authority must support the candidate to form
onesdf inthespirit of therdigiousindituteintowhich
oneenterswith completefreedom and commitment.
Incorporation of thespirit of therdigiousingitute must
not belimited to thelawsintroduced by the authority
which weakensthe personal conscience, will, and
judgement but must aidinforming persond conscience
asonethat is capable of listening and obeying the
voiceof God.

The Council document Gaudiumet Speshighlights
that theimportant € ement required for theformation
of conscienceislove. It saysthat personal judgment
and action must proceed fromthesource of inspiration
whichislove. Inawonderful manner, conscience
revea sthat law whichisfulfilled in thelove of God
and one’sneighbour. Loveisthelaw and thosewho
observethislaw ever better, will inthegiven Stuations
feel more clearly what is to be done and what
decisions to be made. Whoever loves God and
neighbour sincerely, hasthe right foundation from
where every other commandment, prescription, or
decision will be observed or madein theright and
most original way.

Therefore, thedignity of mora conscienceor giving
importanceto the persona conscienceof every person
isnot to be understood as athreat to order, law, or
authority. It must be understood that both thosein

authority and every member of thereligiousinstitute
must form and follow one's conscience becauseit is
therethat theLord dwellsand invitesuspersondly to
follow hiscommandment of love. Thiswill ultimately
result not intheimpaosition of rules, implementation of
persona desires or motivations, disorder and
individuaism but intheincorporation of thetruespirit
of our congregation, working for the common good,
respect for each other, and breaking all barriersand
discrimingtion.

The Excellence of Liberty — To safeguard the
persona dignity of conscience, aclimateof liberty is
morefundamentally required. Gaudiumet SpesNo.
17 pointsto the fact that ‘ only in freedom can one
direct him/herself towardsgoodness' . Fr. Geurtsen
reiteratesthat we must not fear liberty but promoteit,
for we cannot disengagethe pursuit of thegood from
freedonvliberty. Thus, thetext of the Gaudiumet Spes
runs, “that one should act in accordance with afree
and consciouschoice, persondly, inwardly persuaded
and not by ether blindimpulsefromwithin or coercion
fromwithout.” However, an unavoidablefact isthat
wounded by sin and being prisonersof their passons,
human beings (we) often useour liberty inthewrong
way. The Church believes that the grace of God
liberates us, raisesus and enables us effectively and
integrally, to tend towhat isgood.

Therefore, wemust not fear human liberty, whichis
pre-eminently asgnof theimageof Godinus, because
thisliberty dthoughinitsafisincinedtoevil inconcrete
Situations, wasrestored by grace, and hasbecomea
more abundant and effectiveliberty and soitismore
capable of submittingitsalf, intheright ordering on
God and humans. Therefore, the right exercise of
freedom or control of freedom isnot necessarily by
thelaw or authority but by one'sintimate unionwith
God. Thestarting point for considering authority and
obedience must be respect for human freedom.

According to the document Gaudium et Soes, Fr.
Geurtsen saysthat the Church hasradically changed
itsattitude by laying asdeitsdistrust and entered into
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an eraof optimism after the Second Vatican Council,
so must likewise the concept of freedom and the
practiceof itwithintherdigiouslife, becourageoudy
and basically reconsidered. Each religious should
retainthepossibility of framing her life pattern within
the spirit, proper to her institute. * For God willed that
man should beleft inthe hand of hisown counsdl, so
that blessed he might of his own accord seek his
creetor and fredly attain hisfull and blessed perfection
by clingingto Him.”. Thisdoes not mean each one
does what one wishes. Fr. Geurtsen continues, by
the profession into a religious congregation, the
religiousnaturaly accepts, of her ownfreewill, certain
obligations, shecommitshersdlf to servethekingdom
of Godincommunionwith others. Thisinitid freedom
withwhich shemadeher choicemust remain gpparent
and effectiveduring therest of her life. Theresponse
infreedomtotheinvitation of theLord must berdtified
and developedinaclimateof liberty.

The vow of obedience is not an obstacle to this
freedom because the vows are already includedin
thefreeand total commitment of oneself tothe Lord
for the sake of the Gospel. Thereligious promises
God and the community which she entersto make
her thinking, her aspirations, and her activity, aco-
thinking, a co-striving, and a co-acting with the
community, according to the spirit and within the
concretegodsof therdigiousingitute. Theauthority,
presentinarelevant way inany community, beitlarge
or smdl must promoteasmuch aspossibletheliberty
that therdigioushasvowed to God and thecommunity,
tocresteaclimateinwhichtheindividua religiousas
well asthecommunity itself areenabled to exert their
respongbility infreedom. Theauthority must helpto
stimulate the personal commitment and initiative of
theindividud withinthecommunity and cresteadlimate
in which the individual can exert her inalienable
freedom.

My Reflection —First of al, | feel blessed to have
accessto these sourcesof richwisdom and to beable
to shareapart of it withall of you. Inmy research, |
redlized that thisspeech of Fr. Geurtsen S.J. must have
been one of the significant insightsthat contributed to
the change of mentality, renewal, and growth in our
Congregation from the time of the Second Vatican
Council. Thesetwo elementsare understood asthe
foundational elementsrequired to beinculcated in
every member of the Congregationtoimplement the
principles of administration, namely subsidiarity,
collegidity, pluriformity, and decentraization.

Eventoday inour Congtitutionsarticleno. 49, which
speaksof theprinciplesof administration beginswith
the words ‘respect for the dignity of the person’.
Thedignity of mora conscienceand theexcellenceof
liberty invite us to a renewed understanding of
authority and obedience. They emphasizerespect for
each other bothin our community and the peoplewe
serve. These conceptschallengeustoform ourselves
intheimageand likeness of God by overcoming our
prejudicesand by being trueto thefree choiceof total
commitment wemadein our Congregation. They invite
usto be aware of the divine dwelling in the core of
our conscienceand to respond to the commandment
of love. Authority isnot about imposing rules and
demanding adherence but about forming consciences
and promoting freedom. Obedienceisnot about blind
adherenceto therulesand authority but consciously
and freely, day after day growing inthetrue spirit of
the Congregation in response to the love
commandment of God within thecommunity andin
theminigry. If dl of usareaware of thesetwo e ements
and form our consciencein love and freedom, then
obedienceisnot difficult and authority isnot atyranny
anymore, but al of us, fully incorporatedin onespirit
of theinditutework for thecommon good of al people
and the coming of theKingdom of God.
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Formation in the past aimed to create “perfect
people” for the Church, leading to an unhealthy
obsession with perfection. However, thisapproach
brought fear, anxiety, and constant tension, hindering
the growth and development of candidates. In
contrast, modernformation programsshould prioritize
shaping candidates heartsto resemble Jesus, fostering
adeep connectionwith Him.

Enthusiasmisparamount for formators, gpproaching
their work with love, joy, and apassion for guiding
othersinthespirit of Christ. Their enthusasm becomes
a shining example, inspiring candidates on their
journey. Encouragement playsapivotd role, dlowing
formatorsto accept individual differences, provide
patient corrections, and foster diligence and
moativation.

Creativity is essential, going beyond rules and
regulations to transform the lives of formees. By
engaging candidates’ minds through innovative
approaches, formatorsgenerate positiveemotionsand
cohesonwithinthecommunity.

The evolution of formation has shifted towards
nurturing the heartsof candidatesto embody the Spirit
of Christ. Formators must possess enthusiasm,
encouragement, humor, and agenuineinterest in
formees. With adequate preparation and ongoing
persond and professiona devel opment, formatorscan
guide future religious towards authenticity, self-
discovery, and growth. By embracing theseprinciples,
astronger and morevibrant futurefor the Churchis
ensured.

My experiencein Ghana, hasbeen transformative. |
am grateful for the opportunities provided by my

Nurturing Hearts:
A Transformation in Formation

Sr. JYOTHI KUDUMULA,
JMJ Formation House, Sunyani

superiorsand theinval uableknowledgeand growth |
have gained through the formators’ program. The
exchange of cultures and the application of
psychological techniques havefurther equipped me
tobean effectiveformator. | amfilled withenthusasm
and readinessto continue serving asan instrument in
God' sgarden, nurturing and forming youngindividuals
for HisKingdomin Ghana.

Living a thelngtitutefor Continuing Formation (ICF)
for nine months was a tremendous privilege. The
program for theformation of formators, which | had
thefortuneto participatein, wastruly enlightening.
Gatheringwithinternationd formatorsfrom Uganda,
Cameroon, Nigeria, and Ghana, | had the opportunity
to explore diverse cultures, values, and formation
methods.

The coursefor Formation of theformatorshashad a
profoundimpact onmy spiritud andintdlectud growth.
| have beeninspired by theinsightful sessionsled by
various resource persons. These sessions were
reflective and thought provoking. Some topics
compelled meto delvedeep into self-reflection, while
the psychological techniques taught were highly
gpplicable. Reclaiming theinner child and sharing my
sacred story fostered self-awareness and aided
formeesin understanding themselvesand their own
motivations. Continuous self-awareness and self-
consciousness are essential in forming one’s own
character, feelings, and motivations.

| amfilledwith gratitudeto Almighty God for caling
meto serve asamissionary in Ghanawhere| have
been blessed with countless opportunitiesto witness
thelove of God and contribute to the formation of

young people.
The
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My life is ajourney of faith and trust in God's
providence. From 02 October 2014 until now wasa
special chapterinmy lifeasamissonary inaforeign
land. The LORD had said to Abraham, “ Go from
your country, your people and your father’s
household to the land | will show you” (Genesis
12:1). After 9" year of my life in the USA, |
remembered how | responded to the call of God so
willingly and joyfully and today | feel even more
blessed being convinced that thoseleaving behind
everything for the sake of the Lord shall beblessed a
hundredfold.

Asamissionary inacountry likethe USA isreally
chdlenging. | livehereby faith knowing that God does
not need my talent, ability or strength but awilling
heart to obey Him. | amfully convincedthat Heguides
measashepherd guideshisflock. God isfaithful to
meto provide everything in my hunger and plenty.
Indeed, weneed solittleto be happy inlifeand life
hastaught methistruth.

Fr. Mathias Wolff said, “A sincere Sster of JMJ
should carry the four corners of theworld in her
heart and be ready to be sent even to America”
(PM. Ch. 5). Being amissionary isto be sent out
anywhere, at any time. Yes, today | am proud of
mysdlf tofulfill thedream of our founder. Immaculate

Missionaries” experiences
from PAGE. AMERICA

Sr. SAROJINIBARLA

Heart School demandsof usto havethe heart of God
and to have adeep desireto establish the Kingdom
of God. To be ableto beamissionary weneed to get
back totherootsof IMJand listentowhat Fr. Mathias
Wolffissayingtous.

My missionjourney in IMJPage Community isvery
activeand alive. Parishioners, parentsand students
arevery good-mannered, respectful and supportive
tothesgersindl theways. | enjoy my lifeasateacher
at Immaculate Heart of Mary School. We, all of us—
black, white, red, yellow and brown —live together
with onespirit of IMJ. Our school isdevel oping well
and now extends to 4" grade. Students are very
innocent, simple, compassionate, responsible and
kind. They teach meto be passionatefor my mission,
and compassionateto the poor. | am trying my utmost
to beresponsibleto livemy commitment faithfully and
to grow in deep loveand loyalty to the Congregation.

Today our vocationisto contributeto the building of
fraternal community, where ever we are and in
whatever wedo. It' sthevirtueof generodity that dlows
usto becomefully human. By nature, weare madeto
love, loving our neighborswhose culture, languages
and way of lifearedifferent from ours. | pray that
every missionary learnsto forgive, to be kind and
understanding and surrender onesdlf to God to cherish
the innner peace and joy that only God can give us.
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Intheyear 2013, my missionary journey hastaken
me from my province Bangalore to Zuni, New
Mexico, USA. There were two IMJ sisters Mary
Padmaand Rose Rani in Zuni withwhom | madea
community of three. | wasjoyful tosee Sr. Sundari
Singareddy and Sr. Regina Chinnappan, theformer
provincias of Bangal ore and Guntur, who werein
Zuni for visitation. My career as nurse had been
changed into ateacher for 9 monthsin St. Antony
Mission School in Zuni. | enjoyed being with kids
thereand fortunate to have Mrs. Trudy asthemain
classteacher.

InMay 2014, | accompanied Fr. Tom to the beautiful
town called PageinArizona. | wasaskedtowork in
theschool. | wastheonly teacher inthat smal school .
It wasachallenging experiencefor meinanew place
withanew career. | experienced God' saccompanying
presencevery closeinmy lifeduring that time. Every
day wasafaith experiencefor me. Gradualy, | was
getting to know the neighbourhood and placesin the
town. | wasforced to drivethe car sincethereisno
public transport and asthe dayswent, | picked up
my confidencetodrivewdll.

In October 2014, Sr. Satyaand Sr. Sargjini cameto
Pageasmissionaries. Threeof usformed the second
IJMJCommunity inthe USA. It wasahappy memory
that Fr. Tom gave us an opportunity to plant three
saplingsin our campus. Oncethe school had enough
teachers, | gotinto my nursing career, workingina

Missionaries’ experiences
from PAGE, AMERICA

Sr. REENA JACOB

differently abled and mentally challenged people’s
homecalled ‘Helping Hands for 6 years.

Eventualy, | prepared mysdlf andwroteNCLEX exam
to becomearegistered nurseinthe USA. It wasadmost
impossibleto passthisexam and especialy for people
likemewhoisjust an average performer. | wrotethe
test three times but couldn’t succeed. | was
disappointed and decided not to write the test
anymore. My provincia encouraged metotakethe
testonceagain. | took it very serioudy knowing that
| can’'t do it with my own merit. | sought the
intercession of Mother Mary, prayed many rosaries
and repeated theWord of God, “ For youwho revere
my name the sun of righteousness shall rise, with
healing in itswings. You shall go out leaping like
calvesfromthestall” (Malachi 4.2) several timesa
day. Onceagain, | went for thetest, entered thewaiting
hall and prayed the Rosary. | invited Mother Mary to
gowithmefor thetest. By God'sgracethetest was
very easy, | wasconfident that | would passand when
theresult came, | passed thetest. Surely, it was by
thegrace of God and amiraclethrough our Blessed
Mother.

Now | amworking asanurse, teking careof acerebra
palsy client with ventilator and gastric tube. Thisisthe
most satisfyingjob | haveever doneinmy life. | thank
God and | am grateful to our Congregationfor giving
me the chance to render my services to the most
deserving client under my care herein Page, Arizona
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Sr. SUDHA BASANT

Fr. Mathais Wolff said, “A sincere sister of J.M.J
should carry the four parts of the world in her
heart and be ready to go to America to suffer
hardship and teach the uneducated and show
them the way to God as to remain here and have
everything she needs’ (cf. PM.Ch. 5).

Thisexhortation of our Founder hasbecomearedlity
in my life as a missionary in a faraway country
America. My missionary journey began on 12
December 2018 as| travelled with Fr. Tom, the pastor
and manager of Immaculate Heart of Mary Parish
and School, Page. When | wasselectedto gotothe
USA asamissionary, happily andwillingly | gavemy
consent tomy provincial. But after afew months, |

suffered from facial palsy and everyone assumed |

may not beabletogotothe USA. Withinafew weeks
of treetment, | wasfully cured by God'sheding grace.
God'swaysare not mine; they are unpredictableand
so different. | experienced Hishealing touch and |

know that God hasapurposein my missionary life.

Tobeateacher inAmericaisredly achalenging task.
It'saready 5yearsthat | amin Page, trying my very
best to cope up with the standards of teaching the
little onesunder my care. Our founder wasaman of
prayer and always depended on God. In whatever
problems | experiences, God's guiding hand is
following meevery day and my connectionwithmy
God isgtrengthened morethrough my prayer, reading
theWord of God and spiritual books.

| am happy to sharethat although itschallenging, |

am happy to teach the small kidswho arelikelittle
beautiful angelsaround me. Sometimesthey area
great inspiration to meand they teach methemystery
of innocenceand virtue of patience.

Missionaries’ experiences
from PAGE, AMERICA

Sr. RAJESWARI PAIKHWAR
“| have called you by name you areming’ - Isaiah 3: 1

| amgladto sharemy missionary lifeof eight yearsin
America. | wasin Zuni for 5 yearsandin Pagefor 3
years. Duringthisspiritua journey inanunknownland,
| experienced theinner joy and happinesswhich God
hasblessed mewith. ToliveinAmericaasamissonary
istruly ablessing but challenging. In every situation
andinevery hardship, | experienced Christ’slovefor
me and his promise to bewith me always, and this
confidence enablesmeto embrace whatever comes
onmy way. My lifeof faithkegpsmecentredon God's
helpwitharedizationthat | amnot aloneand Jesusus
withme.

Teaching theAmerican studentsismore challenging
and at the sametime exciting too. In both the schools
| enjoyed teaching the little ones. | appreciate the
peopleand my co-teachersand staff in particular for
their respecting the dignity of every person. Among
themany lay people, and parishionersweare called
to beawitnessto our consecrated life. Fr. Mathias
Wolff says, “My deepest desireisfor you to become
a dedicated religious, validating the vocation to
which you have been called” (January 4, 1827).

Under the guidance of our spiritual father Tom, four
of ustry to livethetrue spirit of IMJthanking God
and the Congregation for giving us the chance to
experience God'sunending lovefor us.

Let usbeever grateful to God for thegift of our vocation
and say with our Founder, “ We cannot think of
anything more generous and more divine than
someone sacrificing his quiet and all interests for
the salvation of mankind and the glory of God”
(PM 1.33).
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JMJ Zuni Mission among Native Americans

Thethree sistersof IMJCommunity, Zuni in New Mexico state of the USA share
their mission experiencesworking at St. Anthony Mission School, in Zuni reservation
areawheremgjority are native Americans.

My Life Experience in USA Mission

“ My graceissufficient for you” (2 Cor. 12:9), isa
consoling versefor anyone. | discovered comfortin
God'sassuringwordsalsoin Ps23:4, * Even when
| walk through the dark valley, | fear no harmfor
you areat my side” . | extracted courage from the
aforementioned Biblical versesthat brought meto
Americato render my humble serviceto God.

When | learned that every moment is a gift and
blessngfrom God, | felt that my vocationtoreligious
lifewasapricdessgift. God dwaysgivesusthebest.
It took me so long to discern and accept his plans
and fortunately, Hewas patient with me and assisted
meinmy comprehension of Hiswaysand plans. The
wordsof Jesus, “ Do not fear; just havefaith” (Mk
5:36) enabled meto set asidedl my fearsand anxieties
asamissonary inthe USA.

My missonin Page, Arizonabeganin October 2014,
when | said Yesin surrender, asmy heart resonated
with the comforting assuranceof our Lord, “ Gointo
the whole world and proclaim the good news to
the poor” (Mark 6:15). Every experience in my
mission hastaught meto offer myself generoudly to
God.

| servedin Pagefrom 2014 to 2021. Throughout my
years at Page, | was blessed with so many
opportunitiesto build good rapport with the students
and their parents. Theindigenous people are very
good and are profoundly grateful for the presence of
JMJnunsand appreciate theimpact that the sisters
make on thekidsand their community.

My firsthand experienceat Pagehastaught meseverd
new thingsfor life. Wetoiled to spread the values of
Gospel around and to get more admissionsfor the
school. We organi zed potluck and Chrissmasplay in
2016for thefirst timewith theexpectationthat it woul d
beagreat meansof advertising for our school. The
reputation of the school spread far and widein Page

Sr. SAYTAGALLELA,
Zuni, New Mexico, USA

for itsCatholicidentity, disciplineand standard. Ever
sncetheschool hasbeenreca ving enrollmentsinlarge
numbers. | am profoundly grateful to God, and our
Congregation for giving methisopportunity to render
my service as ateacher in this place. | have great
admiration and appreciation for Fr. Tom who guided
meand taught methelocal cultureand theschool task.
Asl ponder over my experiencein Pagemission, |
am reminded of thewords of our Founder, Rev. Fr.
Mathias Wolff, “ One must be prepared to go
wherever obediencerequiresthis, evento America’
(PM.Ch.5). The dream of our founder in the 19"
century hasturnedinto areality inthe 21 century
and hasbeen accomplished by theloveand dedication
of our sisters.

| was exposed compl etely to anew culturewhen |
wastransferred to Zuni, New Mexicoin July 2021.
It’'san amazing experienceto servethe peopleof Zuni
who are native Indians, and deprived of qualitative
education and employment. The peopleat Zuni are
affluent in ancient cultural heritage. The peopleare
economically poor, and most people live on
government food stamp aid. About 70% of people
are unemployed, so they migrateto citiesfor jobs.
Children are brought up by the grandparents or
guardians.

After 9 yearsof my serviceinthe USA, | am well
acquainted with thecultureand customsandthishelps
meto be moreeffectiveinmy ministry. Their smple
lifestyle, hospitality and friendly nature recapped in
me of the spirit of our Founder.

Althoughaway frommy nativeland, my missoninthe
USA continuesto give meimmensejoy and | feel
blessed from the bottom of my heart. | promise to
continueto do my bestinthismissionand fed deeply
moved by thetrust that my sistershaveplacedinme.
| pray that our founder’svision befulfilled through
each oneof us!
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Myriads of Mission

Zuni, New Mexico statein the USA iswhere God
has chosen and sent meto do Hismission. | arrived
inZuni onJuly 272022 dongwith Sr. Satyaand S.
Ang, themembersof my community. Flying for the
firg timewas thrilling experiencefor me. Thejourney
was smooth, looking out of the window theworld
seemed small.

| consider my lifein Zuni asaspecia gift of God. |

couldn’timaginethat | will beamissionary oneday
inaforeign country leaving behind my motherland,
my beloved ones, adjusting to anew culture, people,
place, food habits, extreme cold weather etc. | was
|eft total ly anxious and confused but God whispered
inmy earsthat “ Take courage, | will be with you
always’ . Withthisassurancel said ‘ yestothecall’

also remembered the words of our Founder to be
ready to go anywhere evento Americato do thewill

of God.

Onthevery firs day asthe studentsassembled inthe
Cafeteriaon August 7" 2022, | washappy to seethe
kidsmost of them nativeAmericanssmiling, and going
about joyfully. As | began to go to St. Anthony
Mission School, without any prior knowledge of a
new education system, | found it hard to meet the
demands of new methods of teaching. | wasgiven
theresponshility toteach socia studiesand religion

My Faith life as
a Missionary at Zuni

Sr. RAGINIMARY ANTHONAPPA

to 61, 7" and 8" graders. The teaching method is
totaly different fromIndia andit wasdifficult toteach
the older ones, because they tease, laugh and even
make fun of the teachers. Gradually, with an
indomitabletrust in God’sprovidenceand my positive
inner disposition, soon | learned tofitinto the system
here. Slowly the students began to accept, andina
few monthsthey became sofriendly, affectionateand
acknowledged saying you are our best teacher.

God'swaysarenot our ways. Heguidesand inspires,
gives strength to handle tough situations with the
wisdom. | believe that when God has chosen meto
thismisson, definitely Hewill tekecareof me. Besdes
teaching, weareactively involvedinthe pastora work
of theparishincluding Church activities, visiting the
familiesand praying rosary with them.

My experiencein Zuni hastaught memany goodthings
andl angrateful to God, tomy Generd and Provincid
Councilsfor choosing meto beamissionary. | could
rejuvenate myself, experience anew culture, meet
friendly individuas ligento new didectsand appreciate
people' shospitality. | fed that theentiretimel spend
herein Zuni isindeed atimeof blessing, learningand
renewing mysdlf. | recount thismemorableexperience
as| livetheseenchanting, gracefilled daysin Zuni.

Be aware that you cannot do the will of God better anywhere other
than at the place to which you are being sent. (PM 1.56)
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Myriads of Mission

Journey of Faith

“ The steadfast love of the LORD never ceases;
his mercies never cometo an end,;
they are new every morning; Great is your faithfulness.” Sr. ANSI ANTHONYSAMY
- Lamentations 3:22-23

| kept reading and recollecting these bible verses from the day | stepped out of my houseto join asan
aspirantin Trichy in 1996. God'sword becamethe beacon of light and life-giving inspirationinmy difficult
situationto moveforward and follow Him passionately. All through my lifel experienced God’sgoodness,
guidance and support. Twenty-six yearsof my religiouslifeisajoyful journey filled with chalenges, difficulties
and blessings. Missionary lifeisacall tofaith. | realizeitisnot acall to live on abed of roses or an easy
religiouslifeinthe convent but it isacall to experiencethornsa ong theway to bear fragrant rosesto liberate
others' lives. It'stotravel inalesstravelled path and make adifferencein thelives of the people.

| believethat God whoiseverywhereisaso with me. Hesustainsmy life; Heisthe breath of my lifethat
dwdlsinmeandfulfillsal thingsfor Hisglory. | am certainthat asasister IMJ, | amaninsirument of Hislove
to render servicein every possibleway. As . Paul expressesthedifficultieson hismissionary journey, | am
not spared from challengesand condemnation. God’ sgoodnessand mercy will follow meall throughout my
lifeand | will be Hisinstrument of love and service.

Thewordsof our founder Fr. MathiasWolff: “ A sster of IMJshould carry thefour partsof worldin her heart
and beready to gotoAmerica’ and hismotto: “1 want to work like agiant to save asmany soulsas| can’
kept resoundingin my heart everyday motivating metowork hard, totakeinitiativeto beat the service of the
people, tolovethe peopleasmy own and make use of every opportunity to servethe people of Zuni with
great zeal and compassion both at &. Anthony Indian School and Parish Ministry.

.8
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Mission cum JPIC initiatives

“For | know the plans | have for you,” declaresthe Lord,
‘plansto prosper you and not to harm you, plansto give

Child Help Desk at Guntur Railway Station
In the Service of Vulnerable Children

Sr. GLORIA DANGWAR
Guntur Province

you a hope and a future” -Jeremiah 29: 11

| fed grestly privileged to commit mysdlf tobepartin
Jesus' redemptivemission through the Congregation
of IMJ. Jesus said “ You did not choose me, but |
chose you” (Jn 15:16), yes, | am convinced that
Jesushad chosen mefromadl eternity. Withimmense
joy, | sharemy experience about the Railway Child
Help Desk 1098 at Guntur railway station under
JMJSSS, Nallapadu with an objective of reaching
out to the vulnerable children in desperate
circumstances.

The overall objective of this project isto identify
childrenfromtherailway stations, providethemwith
shdlter, and their basic needsand helpthemwithlegd
aid and guidance, so asto enablethemtoreadjustin
their family and society.

Railway Childline Activity: Our journey with
railway Child Help Desk Guntur 1098 wasstartedin
theyear 2021. Thisistheplatformthat reunitesmany
broken and divided familiesthrough counselling and
guidance. | amfortunateto work withtheteam asa
counsellor to help thevulnerablechildren. | seethem
as people who have no hope to live. They are
physically tortured, emotionally broken downand
psychologicaly fed rejected by their family members
and others.

The children run away from home due to several
reasonslikelack of love and care by the parentsand
many other issues. We, the team working in this
helplineidentify these types of children from the
railway platforms and rescue them. The rescued
children are given counselling and guidance as per
their needs. We try our best, to build up their self

confidence and self-esteem through counselling
sessions and help them to change their attitude
towardslifeand bring significant positive changesin
their behaviors.

Keeping our goa sin mind, we collaborate our work
with the Juvenile Justice Act (Careand Protection of
Children), and Child Welfare Committee (CWC). So
far, we haverescued 258 Children, and among them
168 arerestoredtotheir families, 36 aresent to Shelter
homesandrest of them aretransferred to other places
safdy.

Pope Francis said, “ | think of children who are
victims of prostitution and human trafficking, who
arehumiliated intheir essential human dignity” It
has been a great joy to me and a blessing to work
withtherailway child hepdesk, Guntur, whichenabled
me to understand the struggles and difficulties of
children. Inthisendeavor, it isthechildren who have
enriched mewiththeir painful storiesand taught meto
carefor them humbly in order to helptoregain their
human dignity. | am grateful to my Congregation and
to the provincefor having given methisopportunity
to work for the children who need our loving care
and attention. | could experiencethejoy of reunion of
thechildrenwith their families. | am grateful to God
that through this mission, | am able to extend my
serviceto the vulnerablechildren.
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Mission cum JPIC initiatives

Laudato Si’ Week 2023: We have celebrated the
Laudato S’ Week, from 21to 28 May 2023, withits
theme* Hopefor the Earth. Hopefor Humanity,” ,
marking the eighth anniversary of Pope Francis

encyclical Laudato Si’. Thisyear we focused on
disseminating the message from the film “ The
Letter” , an extraordinary resourcethat allowed us
to give visibility to the urgency of caring for our
common home. Thisfilmwaswidely screenedin our
schools, colleges, headlth carefacilities, aswell tothe
beneficiaries, and membersof thestaff acrossal the
Provinces and Region. The testimony of Arouna,
Ridhima, Chief Dada, Greg and Robin, and their
dialogue with Pope Francis, can beagreat example
for many inthestrugglefor abetter world.

Laudato Si Animator’se-lear ning cour sefrom
April toMay 2023: Sr. HrudayaArogya Swamy
participated in an onlinewebinar for 6 weeks. The
course module designed was a gathering of
internationa participants, peoplefromdifferent walks
of life, interacting and expressing their concernand
lovefor nature, peace, and prevention of theglobal
warming. This e-learning courses aimed at
empowering the Laudato Si Animatorstowork with
communities and families, children and youth, to
conscioudy preservethe nature and promotejustice
and peace.

JMJ Mission cum
JPIC Tidings. Roma

Sr. DENIN MARY
Mission cum JPIC Office, Rome

Catholic Carefor Children International (CCCI)
initiatesa New Program: Under the umbrellaof
UISG the CCCI has launched a program called
‘Towards Family Solutions” with aconviction that
thereisno subgtitutefor afamily carefor children. An
onlinebasic course on ‘ Towards Family Solutions’
forthesstersand thelay peopleworkinginingitutiona
Settings (orphanages, boardings) wasorganisedin July
2023. Sr. Joseph Mary, whoispursuing Licentiatein
Safeguarding completed this course. From her
internship experiencesin India, through her encounters
andinteractionswith children under ingtitutiona care,
shegivesstrong evidenceto theimportance of family
care for every child. It calls for acommitment to
strengthen and build the supports needed for families
and extended families to provide a nurturing
environment for ahealthy psycho-socia devel opment
of children.

World Youth Day (WY D) 2023 from 29" July to
7" August 2023: For thefirst timetheintegra ecology
is placed as a central agenda for formation and
awareness of youth during the celebration of WY D
23. Sr. Joseph Mary and Sr. Denin participated as
volunteers under Laudato Si’ Movement with a
specifictask of interacting theyouth and teaching them
to care for Creation through Painting Campaign,
Green Keepersand Stopping Human Trafficking. This




Mission cum JPIC initiatives

has offered us waves of goodnessto carry out our
servicefor theyouth of today. WY D challengesthe
religiousto ‘ Accompany Youth', and hence, it'sthe
responsibility of every IMJsister to accompany the
Youth in our campuses, and it’s also vital that the
Congregetion optsto taketheyouth ministry forward
and considersit asanimportant apostolic priority.

JPIC Coordinators participate in the VIVAT
(Latin word meaning long live) We attended an
international workshop from 21 to 24" August 2023,
and deepened our knowledgeon VIVAT and how it
operates and reflected on its theme, ‘Creating a
place in the world that is just and reconciled’ —
that focused on providing a dignified life for all
creatures. Sr. Berlin Grace from Ghanashared her
experiencesand chalengesinliving the Gospd values
with new perceptionsand understanding of VIVAT in
today’sworld. Journeying together as people who
want to bethe voicefor the voiceless, welooked at
the following topics: History of JPIC and Social
Teachings of the Catholic Church, Contemporary
issuesrelated to JPIC, Girl Child empowerment in
Ghana, what isVIVAT and how VIVAT runs, how to
report VIVAT activitiesand how to usethe Universal
Periodic Review (UPR) medium.

Further, Sr. Marykutty Antony and Sr. SusilaK erketta
from Raipur province have attended the VIVAT
International which works for the Sustainable
Devel opment Goas(SDGs) of United Nations(UN)
inaJustice Codition of Religious(JCoR) workshop
at Jnabua, MadhyaPradesh from 16 to 17 September
2023. It wasaworkshop on“ Human RightsAdvocacy
inrelationto the Sustainable Developmenta Goals.”
which enlightened the participants on Sustainable
Development Goals (SDGs). SDGs are modern
secular gospel valuesand aimto transform our world.
They areacall to action to end poverty, inequality,
protect the planet and ensure that all people enjoy
health, justiceand prosperity. Itiscritical that no one
isleft behind.

A National Forum of Religiousfor Justice and
Peaceisorganized at the JubileeMemorial Animation
Centre, Stanswamy Nagar, Vellayambalam,
Trivandrum, Kerala, from 12 to 14 October 2023.
The forum highlighted how the fundamentals of
democracy areddiberately dismantled and the non-
negotiabl e values enshrined in the Constitution of
Indig, aresystematically destroyed. Thechdlengewas
to read, understand and respond to the context with
urgency and without counting the cost. Thetheme of
our Workshop was Save Democracy Save
Constitution. Together with us, several other
collaboratorsfrom all over Indiahave participatedin
thismeaningful conference.

JMJ JPIC Europe hasinitiated to join Claretian
religiousfamily sharing from our persona budget a
small contribution to distribute food packetsto 100
migrants and refugees every month starting from
October 2023. Thisinitiation has created aspaceto
bepart of caring for the refugees and migrants, who
enter intoltay insearch of shelter, livelihood but unable
to acquire because of thelegal formalities. During the
food distribution, ateam from Vatican addressesthe
issues, through amonetary program designed for the
timely support and care.

ParticipationintheJPIC Commission’sWorking
Groups: JMJ Membership every month in the
working groupsmeetingsonAnti Human Trafficking,
Integrity of Creation, Refugeesand Migrantshelps
meto contributeto the Justiceand Peaceinitiativesin
our Congregation, inthe Churchand society at large
like marathon against atrocitiesand illegal mining,
promotion of season of creetion, Laudato S’ initiatives
and other related i ssues connected to JPIC.
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ThePresident of the UISG said religioussistershave
“responded with joy” to PopeFrancis' invitationto
“theecclesid journey of the Synod on Communion,
Participationand Mission”.

Five religious women representatives. Sr. Mary
Barron, OLA, the President of UISG; Sr. Patricia
Murray, IBVM; UISG Executive Secretary, Sr
Elizabeth Mary Davis, RSM; Sr. Elysée | zerimana,
Op. SD.N.and S. MariaNirmdini, A.C. representing
theInternational Union of SuperiorsGeneral (UISG)
have participated at thefirst session of the Synod on
Synoddlity, that washeldin Romefromthe4th - 29th
October 2023. The President of the UISG, Sister
Mary Barron hasexpressed her joy at the opportunity
to participateinthe synod of synoddlity.

Gratefulnessto PopeFrancis

Thisyear Ul SG hasan additiona reasonfor expressng
itsgratitudesinceitisthefirst timeitsrepresentatives
have participated asmembersinthe Synoda process
- engaging inthe conversationsinthe Spirit, offering
feedback to beincluded in written documentation,
and invoting. In aseparate declaration, Sr. Barron
hoped that the UI SG’ s parti cipation inthe Synod will
beto provide aprophetic voice since according to
her “ The UI SG has heard the voi ces of itsmembers
who areeyewitnessesto so much of what ishappening
inour world today”.

Theuniquecontribution of religioussisters

Sr Barron expressed confidence, that religiouslife,
with its community life experience, can assist the
Church in achieving thissynodal conversion. Our
consecrated lifeindl itsformsalready illustratesthis
synodal Church, wheremen and women of different
generations and vocations joyfully collaborate in
listening to each other and seeking God'swill, to build
together a Church that God awaits in this third
millennium. Wetoo, asthe consecrated religious of
our day, have much to learn from otherswithinthe

Church, so wetoo continue the path of conversion,
improving and developing synodality within
consecrated lifeand beyond, she affirmed.

Shea so noted that we areinvited tofeel part of this
Synod, to share our experiencesand to dream together
so that the Synodal Church becomes areality. We
takepart inthisadventure with confi dence, re(_'gét ni ing
humbleand co-responsible! 4

The Ul SG pressrelease concluded that through the
Synod responses we received, and through|the
synthesisweoursel vescontributed toin collaboration
with our mal e counterpart, the Union of Supem ors
General (USG), wefed we canconfidently represem
thisimportant aspect of ecclesial lifethat toucqesl )

many people.

Read: https:.//www.vati cannews.valen/éhirch/
news/2023-09/religious-sisters '

\
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What is Conversation in the SPIRIT

“ Conversation in the Spirit” isthe approach taken
by the Synodal Assembly in Rome, gathering over
450 participantsfromall continentsto listento one
another and hear what the Holy Spirit hasto say to
them over the course of an entire month spent together
inprayer, reflection, and sharing.

The “ Conversation in the Spirit,” as a method
proposesaspiritual journey aternating moments of
silence, prayer and listening, with moments of
dialogue and identification of the* steps’ that “ the
Soirit” iscaling usto taketogether.

In every meeting, weinvitethe Holy Spirit into our
conversations; ground our conversations in God.
Having conversationsin the Spirit opens up aspace
for us, aspiritual atmosphereto breathein deeply,
where true discernment can unfold so that we can
moveforward together.

It's a practice of inviting the Holy Spirit into our
conversations, so that He can unite us amidst our
differencesand diversity, hepingusmovefrom*1” to
“we”’ —not to erase our unigueness but to bring us
together inthe harmony of being brothersand sisters
inChrist at the service of others.

By persondly experiencing conversationsinthe Spirit,
thehopeisthat participantswill beabletoreflect with
greater indght onhow Godiscallingthe Congregeation
and the Churchintoday’ sworld to be more capable

of listening, discerning the needs of our times, and
acting accordingly inthelight of the Gospdl.

The* Conversationinthe Spirit,” can beespecialy
helpful when thereisadecisionto bemade, for which
weneed God'sguidance. Conversationsin the Spirit
can aso beimmensely hel pful whenwearefacinga
conflict or disagreement. God can help bring usup
over the impasse, opening up a new way forward
wherewethought it wasn't possible.

Conversttionsinthe Spirit sart withaspecific question
that we would like to discern about. For example,
how can our Community/ Province/Region or parish
be moremissionary? Or asaCongregation, how do
we create more missionary zeal or unity of purpose
among our sisters? Once we have our question for
discernment, here are somebasic stepsfor havinga
conversationinthe Spirit.

The 5 steps in the Conversation in the Spirit:
Themethod of the Conversationinthe Spirit outlines
four stagesand four momentsof prayer.

1. First step beginswith a“ personal preparation”
in prayer with the Holy Spirit to meditateonone’s
contribution on theissue being discerned. Entrust the
conversation to God, and reflect in prayer on the
guestionfor discernment.

2. Second, beginswith amoment of silence, prayer,
and includeslistening to the Word of God together.
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Choose apassagefrom Scripturethat isfitting for the
guestion at hand. Pray together, sing together. Be
united in God. Speak with Jesus about the question
at hand. Ask God to guide you and thewhole group
tofollow Hiswill.

3. Third, at atableor inacircle, guided by theHoly
Spirit, each person then hasthe opportunity to share
what God has been saying and what has resonated
moast to him or her about the question being discerned.
Duringthisfirst round of sharing, each personhashis
or her own turn to speak without being interrupted
by any other member of the group and above all
everyonelistensattentively to other. Thenthereisa
moment of silence, so that what othershavesaid can
resonatewith us. Thisinitial exchangeisfollowed by
atimeof prayer and silence.

4. Fourth, we go around the circle again, and each
person hasthe opportunity to briefly respond to what
struck him or her about what othersshared inthefirst
round. Each person could answer the question“ when
listening, did my heart burnwithin me?” Thenthere
isatime of silence again, to listen in our heartsto
what has been shared in this second round.

5. Fifth, the last stage of the Conversation in the
Spirit is a free exchange among participants,
dialoguing with oneanother onthe basisof what has

emerged in order to discern and gather together the
fruit of the Conversation in the Spirit that has just
taken place. We recognize points of commonality
between us, aswell asdifferences between us. We
try and hear what the Holy Spiritissayingtousasa
group, so that we can move forward in acommon
direction. We ask ourselves: “What stepsisthe Holy
Soirit calling usto take together?” Andfinally, we
concludewithaprayer or song of thanksgiving to God.

After “ Conversation in the Spirit,” al working
groupssharetheir reportswith oneancther inaplenary
session with * an open space for interventions by
participants.” According to an infographic, each
individual group thenwritesareport on thefruitsof
the open dialoguein the plenary session, along with
proposasfor further steps.

Holy Spirit, come and ground
our conversationsin You,
so that we can discern the path
ahead and move forward
as a Congregation set on fire. Amen.

Reference

‘Conversation in the Spirit’ at 2023 Synod on
Synodality
https.//catholicvote.org/conversation-in-the-spirit-at-
2023-synod-on-synodality/
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A dynamic of discernment in the synodal Church

PERSONAL PREPARATION

By entrusting oneself to the Father, conversing
in prayer with the Lord Jesus and listening to the
Holy Spirit, each one prepares his or her own
contribution to the question about which he or
she is called to discern.

Silence, prayer and listening
to the Word of God

«Taking the word and listening»

Each person takes turns speaking from his or her
own experience and prayer, and listens carefully
to the contribution of others.

Silence and
Prayer

£

«Making space for
others and the Other»

From what the others have said, each one shares
what has resonated most with him or her or what
has aroused the most resistance in him or her,
allowing himself or herself to be guided by the
Haly Spirit: “When, listening, did my heart burn
within me?"

Silence and
Prayer

«Building together»

Together we dialogue on the basis of what
emerged earlier in order to discern and gather
the fruit of the conversation in the Spirit: to
recagnize intuitions and convergences; to
identify discordances, obstacles and new
guestions; to allow prophetic voices to emerge.
It is important that everyone can feel
represented by the outcome of the work.
"To what steps is the Holy .

Spirit calling us together?”

Final prayer
of thanksgiving
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Sandya Rani, Mary Shymala, Luviza

HYDERABAD PROVINCE
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Srs. Celine, Showri Tresa, Lalitha,
Philomena, Pauline, Bridgil

PROVINCIAL SUPERIORS

St Innamma Yeruva 8¢ Chandra Thainese

Sr. Mary K

Srs. Mary Mazzarello, Saritha, Gladys, Clelus,
Regina, Shiny, Mercy, Jaya Ratna Bala

Srs. Sushila, Bala Kumari, Prem Kumari,
Veronica, Pushpy
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