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02-27 OCTOBER 2024: Pope Francis
ratifies Synod on Synodality’s final
document, marking a new approach to
Church reform. In his final address at the

Synod Assembly, Pope Francis presents the
Synod's Final Document as a "THREEFOLD
GIFT" to the people of God. Pope Francis
described the Document as a gift with

multiple dimensions, serving as GUIDANCE
FOR THE CHURCH and a SYMBOL OF
UNITY and SHARED MISSION.
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As we start over the publication of “The Encounter,” on this issue, we are invited
to reflect on our profound journey of Consecrated Life. With the theme
“Consecrated Life: A Pilgrimage of Hope,” we delve into the heart of what it
means to walk in faith, fully surrendered to God’s call. This pilgrimage is not a
solitary journey but one that unfolds within the broader tapestry of the Church,
grounded in a community that nurtures and supports each pilgrim along the «
way. Calling hope an anchor for our lives, Pope Francis said, “Christian hope is
a gift from God that fills our lives with joy”. His Holiness invites Christians to
allow God to fill our lives with hope, so that we may become gifts of hope for
everyone around us (Vatican News, 3 December 2024).

Consecrated life is a path illuminated by hope, where every step, no matter how challenging, is marked
by the light of Christ. It is a commitment to live the Gospel with radical love and to witness to the
transformative power of God’s grace through our prayer, community and vowed life. This life, often
lived in simplicity and sacrifice, is a profound act of trust — a pilgrimage toward the Kingdom of God.

In this issue, we explore the many faces of consecrated life: the joy, the trials, the grace, and the
sanctification that come with living a life dedicated entirely to God. As we journey together in faith,
we are reminded that hope is not merely an emotion but a virtue that sustains us, especially in moments
of uncertainty. “Hope is the theological virtue by which we desire the kingdom of heaven and eternal
life as our happiness, placing our trust in Christ’s promises and relying not on our own strength, but on
the help of the grace of the Holy Spirit” (Catechism of the Catholic Church, no.1817).

May the reflections and stories shared by our sisters, within these pages inspire and strengthen us, and
deepen our understanding of this sacred vocation. As we are in the season of Advent, preparing ourselves
for the coming of Jesus, we are drawn into the very heart of the Christian vocation — a journey that
mirrors the pilgrimage of Jesus Christ Himself. At the core of this reflection is the profound mystery of
the Incarnation, where God chose to enter human history, not in grandeur or glory, but in humility,
vulnerability, and love. The Incarnation is the ultimate pilgrimage of hope, where the eternal Word
became flesh and dwelt among us.

Consecrated life, in many ways, is a participation in this divine mystery. Just as Jesus, in His earthly
journey, embraced a life of simplicity, obedience, and love, we who are called to consecrated life
choose to follow His example to be pilgrims of hope in a world that needs the light of the Gospel.

The hope that sustains this pilgrimage is the same hope that the Incarnation offers the world: the hope
of God’s presence in our midst, the hope that God walks with us through our trials and joys, and the
hope that one day, as Jesus revealed, all will be made whole. The Incarnation reminds us that hope is
a tangible reality that we experience through our relationship with Christ and through our vocation to
live for Him. Wishing you and your loved ones a Merry Christmas, and a Happy New Year filled with
love, hope, and joy.

- Sr. Mary Karickakunnel JMJ




























































































































